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PAARC EVENTS 

PAARC MEETS AT RED CROSS 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club meets at the American 

Red Cross Chapter House, 311 West John Gwynn Jr. Avenue 

between Hightower and Kumpf Blvd. in Peoria, Illinois.    

 

Events:  

Board Meeting 

Thursday March 1, 7:00pm 

 

General Meeting 

Friday March 9, 6:30 – 9:00pm:  

Program: National Weather Service – Severe Storm Spotting 

Class 
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President’s Message 
 
March is upon us and we are a few weeks closer to 
spring. We are on the cusp of nicer weather and getting 
outside. I know I am looking forward to that. I was out 
looking at the ARRL website and noticed that the ARRL 
International DX contest is coming March 3-4, 
(http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx) this might be a good time to 
collect some DX contacts for the logbook. Give it a shot. 
 
Area of Focus - If you never try in a contest you’ll never 
know how fun they can be. Maybe with a little luck of the 
Irish you might have some DX fun. 
 
Dave Lucas 
AB9DL 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peoria County ARES 
 

March 7, Net @ 8PM CST on the 075 repeater 

March 14, Net @ 8PM CST on the 075 repeater 

March 21, ARES Meeting at the Peoria American Red Cross 

@7pm CST 

Meeting will be the continued use of Winlink. Also, I have 

handouts for those who wish to Join the April 15, 2018 SET. 

ARES Members will hill get emailed copies as well. Also have 

2 more AGM batteries I'll bring for anybody wishing to get 

one. 
 

Matthew Behnke - KD9ERS 
Peoria County Emergency Coordinator (ARES) 
MARS - AAR5SE 
Winlink - kd9ers@winlink.org 
              - aar5se@winkink.org 
PAARC - Visit www.w9uvi.org 
309-229-0820 - Cell 
 

Woodford ARES 
 

The next quarterly meeting of Woodford ARES will be March 

22nd at 7:00p in the Woodford EMA building on the south side 

of Roanoke.  All are welcome.   

73,  

Curt 

K9UQF 

 WC ARES EC 

 
 

Superfest 
 

This year’s theme is: “Get On The Air”.  At this 

time there are still several areas that we need 

assistance with and we can’t have a successful 

Superfest without your help.  The next meeting is 

on Thursday Mar. 22nd at 7:00pm, please plan on 

attending and helping to support your club.  

 

Deb Suhs 

KA4DEB 

http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
mailto:kd9ers@winlink.org
mailto:aar5se@winkink.org
tel:(309)%20229-0820
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Repeaters 

The PAARC operates three 2 meter repeaters, which are 

open for all amateurs with 2 meter privileges.  The 

146.250 (input)/146.850 (output) repeater is located in 

Glasford. The repeater uses a 156.7 Hz output tone for 

CTCSS squelch control. 

 

The 147.675 (input)/147.075 (output) repeater is located 

in Metamora. This repeater is used for the Sunday night 

net.  This repeater uses a 156.7 Hz input tone for CTCSS 

squelch control. 

 

The W9PIA D-Star 144.505 (input)/145.105 (output) 

repeater is located in Metamora. 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

The club was originally chartered as the Peoria Radio Club on 

May 2, 1919.  Please address all correspondences to: 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

E–mail  w9uvi@arrl.net 

Web Page – http://www.w9uvi.org/ 

Membership Information 

Membership in the Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club is 

available to any licensed amateur and is administered as 

follows: 

Voting Membership: $25 per calendar year.  Ages 18 and 

under, or 65 and older are $20 per calendar year. 

Family Membership: Voting membership for first member and 

$15 for each additional member in same household. 

Non-voting Membership: $10 per calendar year for amateurs 

who are interested only in occasional participation. 

Honorary Life Memberships: are free and are awarded by a 

vote of the general membership after recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 

Dues are payable by February 1ST of each year. 

BANDBITS Policy 

BANDBITS is the official publication of the Peoria Area Amateur 

Radio Club and is distributed to all members in good standing, and 

to other interested parties.  Permission is granted to reprint from 

BANDBITS provided that credit is given to the original author, if 

listed, and that BANDBITS is identified as the source of the 

material. 

Opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the author and 

may or may not reflect those of BANDBITS or the Peoria Area 

Amateur Radio Club.  BANDBITS reserves the right to edit any 

copy, and to print or refuse to print any contribution. 

Articles are welcome and can be sent to: 

BANDBITS Editor – 

P.O. Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via E-mail at 

w9uvi@arrl.net 

Articles for BANDBITS must be received by the Monday following 

the club meeting for inclusion in the next issue. 

Club Net Report  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the 
month are shown in the table below. 
 

Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb. 18 Feb. 25 Total 

24 21 28 24 97 

 
02/04/18 
K9TNT K8ROY N9LFE N9SJZ KD0UNM KB9SF 
KD9AER KD9ANU AC9PR W9TGO W8NWG W9WTF 
KD9ERS K9FIT KC9WRK W9GLO AD9I KD9BRV 
KD9EUG K9CEW KD9HZX W9GMK KD9IVV KC9YTT  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
02/11/18 
K8ROY K9TYR N9LFE KD9IVV W8NWG KB9SF 
W9TGO KD9IVC AC9PR KD9AER K9HJZ KD9ANU 
K9STS K9TNT KD0UNM N9WFT KC9RAV KD9BRV 
N9CJI W9GLO KD9HZX  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
02/18/18 
K8ROY AD9I KD9HZZ W9GMK W8NWG KD9IVC NM0O 
KD9SF KA4DEB W9JDP KD9IVV KD9AER W9TGO 
KD9JXR K9STS N9WFT K9TNT K9TYR W9WTF 
KC9YTT W9SNG KD0UNM KD9ERS KD9ANU KC9WRK 
W9GLO N9GZ KD9BRV  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
02/25/18 
K8ROY KD9HZZ KD0UNM AD9I N9LFE K9TNT N9SJZ 
W8NWG KC9TCM KD9IVV N9WFT W9TGO K9HJZ 
KD9ERS KD9AER KD9ANU KD9BRV W9SNG KD9JXR 
W9GLO KB9ATO KD9IVC N9GZ W9WGN  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 

Club Sunday Night Net 

The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 

PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All Amateurs 

with 2 meter privileges are invited to check in.   

Club Directors 

President Dave Lucas, AB9DL 

Vice President Mark Suhs, W9WGN 

Secretary Rich Holtman, KD9ANU 

Treasurer Neil Hubert, KC8FY 

Directors Tom Hunt, W8NWG (2 years) 

  Gary Kantner, W9GMK (1 year) 

Trustee  Bob Bush, W9WTF 

Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER 

Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Cliff/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Craig/My%20Documents/w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – February 1, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order by PAARC Club 
President Dave AB9DL at 7:00 pm.  Others present 
were Steve KD9AER, Mark W9WGN, Fritz WD9FMB, 
Tom W8NWG, Gary W9GMK, Deb KA4DEB, and Rich 
KD9ANU. 
 
Mark W9WGN made a motion to approve the meeting 
minutes from January.  The motion was approved. 
 
Neil KC8FYI provided the Financial Report 
electronically.  Discussion was held about a Scottrade 
account, as it was presumed to be empty and closed, 
any remaining balance had been moved to 
CEFCU.  Gary W9GMK made a motion to instruct 
Treasurer to ensure this account is closed and to 
approve the report.  Deb KA4DEB seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved. 
 
Repeater Update:  Steve KD9AER reports recently 
visiting the 075 Repeater site and is considering running 
that repeater on DC power rather than AC power.  Plan 
to test.  Regarding the D-Star repeater, he plans to 
back-up the addresses and then update the 
firmware.  He has the lightning protection for the 
Glasford repeater in hand.  The Hopedale repeater is 
moving forward again this spring, the hardware is at 
Dave’s house. 
 
Programs: Mark W9WGN reported that Benny Benedict 
KD9IAV of the Salvation Army will be speaking at next 
week’s club meeting.  March will bring Storm Spotting 
Training (Friday night at 6:30).  In April, Corey KC9RAV 
will present regarding 3-D Printing and Matt KD9ERS 
will be talking about FT-8.  June will be Summer Field 
Day. 
 
Summer Field Day: Field Day Coordinator?  Is anyone 
interested?  Thinking this may become a group activity – 
will discuss again next month. 
 
Classes: Deb KA4DEB reported that there are 7 people 
in the class.  April 17 is the last night, with testing that 
weekend in Morton. 
 
Fritz WD9FMB presented a proposal for 3 balloon 
launches to take place in 2018, with a request to fund 
equipment and supplies.  Deb KA4DEB moved to 
approve the amount requested of $915 and add 
additional $1000 as needed for payload.  This motion 
was approved. 
 
Fritz WD9FMB presented a proposal to replace the 
antennas at the Red Cross.  Gary moved to proceed as 
presented.  Tom W8NMG moved to amend the motion 
to include buying the HF multi-band antenna version that 
includes 80 meters.  Deb KA4DEB seconded the motion 
and amendment.  The amended motion was approved. 
 

 

 

 

Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – February 8, 
2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dave AB9DL at 7:01 
pm.  After introductions, Mark W9WGN introduced Benny 
Benedict KD9IAV of the Salvation Army.  He presented 
primarily regarding their emergency services, and some 
of his experiences, including recently in Puerto Rico 
following the hurricane. 
 
A motion was made by Mark W9WGN to accept the 
previous meeting minutes as published in Bandbits and 
was seconded by Jim W9JDP.  The motion was 
approved. 
 
A motion was made by Tom W8NWG to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report as presented by Dave.  Neil   KC8FYI 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved. 
 
The antenna at Hopedale may be installed as early 
as next Friday. 
 
Summer Field Day will be June 23-24, at Bass Pro Shops 
in East Peoria. 
 
March will be the last time when Bandbits will be sent out 
via mail.  Starting in April it will only be available 
electronically on the club website, with notification of new 
edition posted going out on the reflector (to members who 
have paid their club dues). 
 
Fritz WD9FMB has proposed 3 balloon launches for 
2018, which the club is funding. 
 
The March Club Meeting will be the annual Storm Spotter 
Training.  That meeting will be moved from the normally 
scheduled day and time to Friday and will be held at the 
Red Cross on March 9, 6:30 pm. 
 
Mark W9WGN made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Neil KC8FYI seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 
pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 
 

Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – continued 
 
Gary W9GWK and Rich KD9ANU reported on the 
possibility of placing a Winlink Gateway at the Bunker 
site.  More to come in the future. 
 
Gary W9GMK made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Deb KA4DEB seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved, and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 
pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 
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2018 Get on the Air Contest! 
 

Febuary Get On The Air Contest is done! 
Please turn in your list of contacts made with 
all Stations that Started with a "W" in the 
prefix. We will keep a running total throughout 
the year for cool prizes! 
 
March Get On The Air Contest is as Follows: 
Let's work our friends up north! Work as many 
Canadian stations as possible for the month 
of March... The cycle is at a low, so DX may 
be a little rough, but I know you can get a few 
contacts!  
 
Current Prize list is: 
 
Yaesu FTM-3200DR 2M Fusion mobile. 
Giga Parts $50 Gift Card 
........More Prizes to come! 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to get 
a hold of me, 
Thanks.... and Get on the air! 
Matthew Behnke - KD9ERS 
Peoria County Emergency Coordinator (ARES) 
MARS - AAR5SE 
Winlink - kd9ers@winlink.org 
              - aar5se@winkink.org 
PAARC - Visit www.w9uvi.org 
309-229-0820 - Cell 
 

Did you know the ARRL offers the 

following? 

 

AUDIO NEWS 
 

http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news 

 

About ARRL Audio News 
ARRL Audio News is a summary of the week’s top news 

stories in the world of Amateur Radio, along with 

interviews and other features. Enjoy ARRL Audio News 

anywhere: on your smart phone or tablet, your local 

repeater, or stream it on the go! 

 

How to Listen to Audio News 
ARRL Audio News is distributed through the podcast 

host Blubrry.com. You can subscribe to the podcast via 

your IOS or Android mobile device using your favorite 

podcast app, or listen and download episodes direct from 

the Audio News page at Blubrry. 

 

DOCTOR 
 

The Doctor Will See You Now! 
 

http://www.arrl.org/doctor 

 
Welcome to the home of the bi-weekly ARRL The Doctor 

is In podcast -- a lively discussion of all things technical! 

 

The Doctor is none other than ARRL's Joel 

Hallas, W1ZR, who has been answering questions 

about Amateur Radio in QST's "The Doctor is In" 

column since 2006. 

 

Hosted by QST Editor In Chief Steve Ford, 

WB8IMY, the ARRL The Doctor is In podcast is a 

twice-monthly audio podcast that answers YOUR 

questions about Amateur Radio's technical 

challenges. 

 

You can subscribe to the podcast in Apple iTunes or 

on Stitcher (sign in or use as a guest). If you are 

using an RSS client, the feed URL is 

https://www.blubrry.com/feeds/arrl_the_doctor_is_in

.xml. 

 

ARRL Field Day Save the Date 

 

June 23rd and 24th 

 

Location: Bass Pro Shops 

East Peoria 
 

The club board is looking for individuals who are 

willing to help plan our festivities for this very 

important weekend.  Our focus for the past few 

years has been on the educational side of this 

opportunity.   

 

Please contact Dave or one of the other board 

members if you are willing and able to assist. 

 

mailto:kd9ers@winlink.org
mailto:aar5se@winkink.org
tel:(309)%20229-0820
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-audio-news
https://www.blubrry.com/arrlaudionews/
http://www.arrl.org/doctor
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/arrl-the-doctor-is-in/id1096749595?mt=2
http://app.stitcher.com/
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Latest Z60A Operation from Kosovo to Include 

ARRL International DX Contest SSB 

Z60A organizers Pertti Turunen, OG2M; Martti Laine, 

OH2BH, and Henri Olander, OH3JR, will reactivate Z60A 

from Kosovo, the newest DXCC entity, starting on 

February 28, on the low bands and in the ARRL 

International DX Contest (SSB)March 3 – 4 (UTC). The 

previous Z60A operating sites are still equipped with 

antennas. 

 

In the prior Z60A activation, operators were disappointed 

that high noise levels hampered reception on the low 

bands. Several local radio amateurs have been working to 

pin down noise sources, and, while 80 and 40 meters are 

“relatively clean” 160 meters “is still a challenge.” The 

operators plan to set out Beverage antennas as far as 

possible from noise sources. 

The Finnish visitors will carry two complete stations for 

Kosovo’s IARU Member-Society SHRAK, which local 

operators will put on the air. Meanwhile, a Czech 

DXpedition group has announced plans for its Z66D 

DXpedition from April 14 – 22. The first few days will be 

“limited” as the station is built up, and “full-bore activity” 

is expected by April 17. Operation will be on HF on SSB, 

CW, RTTY, and FT8 with seven radios and four amps. 

QSL will be via OK6DJ. — Thanks to Martti Laine, 

OH2BH, and The Daily DX 

 

http://www.arrl.org/news/latest-z60a-operation-from-

kosovo-to-include-arrl-international-dx-contest-ssb 

 

While home station activations are welcomed, we 
are going to need operators willing to do portable or 
mobile activations in order to make less-populated 
counties available multiple times.  Activations at 
various times of the day and week and on various 
bands and modes will be needed. 
 
Only by involving a large number of amateurs from 
around the state can we make it reasonably possible 
for stations to achieve working all 102 
counties!  Contacts during the 2018 ILQP (Oct 21) 
will automatically be registered from submitted 
logs.  If you have questions or comments, please 
contact the club through n9jf@arrl.net. 
 
See https://illinois200.com/events/the-illinois-
bicentennial-challange-award. 
 
73, Jim N9JF 

The 2018 Illinois Bicentennial Challenge 
 
Greetings! 

 

The Western IL ARC invites all amateurs to a special 

event to celebrate 2018 as the Bicentennial for the State 

of Illinois. 

 

To showcase Illinois amateurs during 2018, WIARC, in 

addition to the ILQP, proposes: 

 

http://www.w9awe.org/Challenge.html 

 

WIARC will coordinate with other IL stations as 

"Activators" to put all 102 counties on the air multiple 

times during the period August 26, 2018 through 

December 3, 2018 (including October 21, the day of the 

ILQP). 

 

Both during ILQP and during the rest of this period, 

activations will be coordinated through the ILQP 

Reflector 

http://www.w9awe.org/ILQP%20Reflector.html. 

"Activators" are encouraged to post plans on the 

reflector, and a weekly update of "Planned Operations" 

will be maintained on the WIARC page (link to 

follow). 

 

"Activators" will upload Cabrillo or Excel log files 

(with the required QSO information: template available 

at http://www.w9awe.org/ILQP.html.  Check the 

"Sample Log" tab at the bottom of the page.)  Outside 

of the 

ILQP period, "Activators" are encouraged to append 

their calls with "/IL200" to indicate they will be 

uploading their logs for the event. 

 

"Chasers" will attempt to contact all 102 counties 

during this period and will submit contact information 

on either the Excel template or .txt template provided 

on the ILQP website (link to follow). Both "Activator" 

and "Chaser" logs should be sent as attachments 

to n9jf@arrl.net no 

later than December 10, 2018. 

 

Chasers who successfully contact all 102 counties will 

receive a special Bicentennial Challenge certificate. 

 

Reach out to your membership to see who would be 

willing, during the period August 26, 2018 through 

December 3, 2018, to be "Activator Stations" for the 

Bicentennial Challenge detailed in the above link. 

http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.shrak.org/en/
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.arrl.org/news/latest-z60a-operation-from-kosovo-to-include-arrl-international-dx-contest-ssb
http://www.arrl.org/news/latest-z60a-operation-from-kosovo-to-include-arrl-international-dx-contest-ssb
mailto:n9jf@arrl.net
https://illinois200.com/events/the-illinois-bicentennial-challange-award
https://illinois200.com/events/the-illinois-bicentennial-challange-award
http://www.w9awe.org/Challenge.html
http://www.w9awe.org/ILQP%20Reflector.html
http://www.w9awe.org/ILQP.html
mailto:n9jf@arrl.net
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Buy/Sell/Trade 

Non-Commercial Ads from Club 

members pertaining to Amateur Radio 

will be printed free of charge.  Each ad 

will run for one issue and can be 

continued by contacting the Editor.  

Material may be sent to:  

Bandbits Editor 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

Or via Email: w9uvi@arrl.net 

 

 

 

AREA FCC EXAMS 

Morton: 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing 

at 12:00 noon the third Saturday of even numbered months or as noted: Feb 17, Apr 

21, June 16, Aug 18, Oct 20 and Dec 15. If no one is there at that time the examiners 

will leave as they are all volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original 

Radio License (if any) and a copy, and the original and a copy of any of any Certificate 

of Completion (CSCE) not already acted upon by the FCC. Copies are needed to send 

with your license application. Fee for 2018 is $15.00. You will also need identification 

such as a Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF 

at W9WTF@ARRL.net for more information. 

 

Bloomington:  

The schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio testing dates for 2018 are: 1/27 9:00-

11:00am, 3/24 1:00-3:00pm, 5/26 1:00-3:00pm.  Testing is held at the Bloomington 

Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive St. and S. 

East St. Entrance is off S. East St.  People should contact Keith a week prior to the 

test for date and location. Testing begins at 1:00pm.  Bring two forms of 

identification. You will need a copy of your current license plus and CSCE you want 

to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 

378-4416 for more information. 

 

Note on testing – A Social Security number is now required for all FCC exams.  

BANDBITS 
Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club          Place 
P.O. Box 3508          Stamp      
Peoria, IL 61612-3508            Here 
 
 
 
 
FORWARD AND ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://us.mc816.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AB9DJ@Comcast.net
mailto:W9WTF@ARRL.net

