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PAARC EVENTS 

PAARC MEETS AT RED CROSS 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club meets at the American 

Red Cross Chapter House, 311 West John Gwynn Jr. Avenue 

between Hightower and Kumpf Blvd. in Peoria, Illinois.    

 

Events:  

Board Meeting 

Thursday April 5, 7:00pm 

 

General Meeting 

Thursday April 12, 7:00pm:  

Program: Corey Ressler, KC9RAV, 3-D Printer Demonstration 

 

Superfest Meeting 

Thursday April 26, 7:00pm:  
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President’s Message 
 

April showers bring May flowers, welcome to spring.  I 
know that is hard so say after our latest snow fall.  With 
the beginning of spring that means getting out side and 
enjoying the outdoors.  Try to make to to get out and just 
sit and reflect and natures beauty.  It can be fun and if 
you are out try to work some portable ops as well. 
  
Area of Focus - With spring here and if you are going to 
be outside, why not check on your outdoor antennas 
and feed lines.  Winter can be mean to them and they 
may need some love. 
 
Dave Lucas 
AB9DL 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peoria County ARES 
 

April 4,   Net @ 8PM CST on the 075 repeater 
April 11, Net @ 8PM CST on the 075 repeater 
April 18, ARES Meeting at the Peoria American Red 
Cross @7pm CST 
Meeting will be the discussion of the ARES SET that will 
be held on April 15th from 1 to 4 pm. 
 
If you would like to become an ARES volunteer, please 
feel free to come join us! 
 
Matthew Behnke - KD9ERS 
Peoria County Emergency Coordinator (ARES) 
MARS - AAR5SE 
Winlink - kd9ers@winlink.org 
              - aar5se@winkink.org 
PAARC - Visit www.w9uvi.org 
309-229-0820 - Cell 

Woodford ARES 
 

The next quarterly meeting of Woodford ARES will be March 

22nd at 7:00p in the Woodford EMA building on the south side 

of Roanoke.  All are welcome.   

73,  

Curt 

K9UQF 

 WC ARES EC 

 
 

Superfest 
 

Make sure you put the dates on your calendar; 
Superfest will be Sept. 15 & 16.  Help will also be 
needed on-site Thursday & Friday Sept 13 & 14. 
 

Since the club is having to move the D-Star and 075 
repeaters a successful Superfest is more important than 
ever, so your help is truly needed. 
 

In addition to helping during Superfest itself we need 
help with the planning and we have several areas that 
we need someone to step up and oversee.   
 

The next meeting is on Thursday April 26th at 7:00pm, 
please plan on attending and helping to support your 
club.  
 

Deb Suhs 
KA4DEB 

 

mailto:kd9ers@winlink.org
mailto:aar5se@winkink.org
tel:(309)%20229-0820
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Repeaters 

The PAARC operates three 2 meter repeaters, which are 

open for all amateurs with 2 meter privileges.  The 

146.250 (input)/146.850 (output) repeater is located in 

Glasford. The repeater uses a 156.7 Hz output tone for 

CTCSS squelch control. 

 

The 147.675 (input)/147.075 (output) repeater is located 

in Metamora. This repeater is used for the Sunday night 

net.  This repeater uses a 156.7 Hz input tone for CTCSS 

squelch control. 

 

The W9PIA D-Star 144.505 (input)/145.105 (output) 

repeater is located in Metamora. 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

The club was originally chartered as the Peoria Radio Club on 

May 2, 1919.  Please address all correspondences to: 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

E–mail  w9uvi@arrl.net 

Web Page – http://www.w9uvi.org/ 

Membership Information 

Membership in the Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club is 

available to any licensed amateur and is administered as 

follows: 

Voting Membership: $25 per calendar year.  Ages 18 and 

under, or 65 and older are $20 per calendar year. 

Family Membership: Voting membership for first member and 

$15 for each additional member in same household. 

Non-voting Membership: $10 per calendar year for amateurs 

who are interested only in occasional participation. 

Honorary Life Memberships: are free and are awarded by a 

vote of the general membership after recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 

Dues are payable by February 1ST of each year. 

BANDBITS Policy 

BANDBITS is the official publication of the Peoria Area Amateur 

Radio Club and is distributed to all members in good standing, and 

to other interested parties.  Permission is granted to reprint from 

BANDBITS provided that credit is given to the original author, if 

listed, and that BANDBITS is identified as the source of the 

material. 

Opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the author and 

may or may not reflect those of BANDBITS or the Peoria Area 

Amateur Radio Club.  BANDBITS reserves the right to edit any 

copy, and to print or refuse to print any contribution. 

Articles are welcome and can be sent to: 

BANDBITS Editor – 

P.O. Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via E-mail at 

w9uvi@arrl.net 

Articles for BANDBITS must be received by the Monday following 

the club meeting for inclusion in the next issue. 

Club Net Report  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the 
month are shown in the table below. 
 

Mar. 4 Mar. 11 Mar. 18 Mar. 25 Total 

24 26 21 21 92 

 
03/04/18 
K8ROY KD9ERS N9SJZ W9WTF N9LFE KD0UNM 
W8NWG W9WGN W9TGO N9WFT KD9AER KD9IVV 
AD9I K9TNT KD9IVC KD9JXR KC9TH KC9YTT 
KD9ANU KD9HZX N9GZ KC9WRK W9GLO W9GMK  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
03/11/18 
K8ROY N9LFE KD9BRV KD0UNM NM0O KC9PH 
KD9JXR KD9IVV KD9SF KB9ATO KD9AER N9WFT 
KD9ANU W9TGO KC9ROL N9SJZ N9SNG N9GZ 
W8NWG K9TNT KC9YTT KD9JXO W9GMK KD9ERS 
KD9IVC W9GLO Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
03/18/18 
K8ROY N9LFE KD9BRV KD0UNM W9WTF NM0O 
K9TNT W9JDP KD9IVV W8NWG W9SNG KC9YTT 
KD9SF KD9AER N9GZ W9GLO KC9RAV KD9JXR 
N9WFT W9WGN KD9JMX  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
03/25/18 
W9WTF K9TNT KD9AER N9LFE W9WGN KD9IVV 
NM0O KD9JXR KB9SF KD9BRV KD9IVC KD9ANU 
KD9HZX K9HJZ KD0UNM KC9YTT W9GMK KD9DBQ 
KD9ERS W9TGO N9WFT 
Submitted by W8NWG  73 
 

Club Sunday Night Net 

The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 

PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All Amateurs 

with 2 meter privileges are invited to check in.   

Club Directors 

President Dave Lucas, AB9DL 

Vice President Mark Suhs, W9WGN 

Secretary Rich Holtman, KD9ANU 

Treasurer Neil Hubert, KC8FY 

Directors Tom Hunt, W8NWG (2 years) 

  Gary Kantner, W9GMK (1 year) 

Trustee  Bob Bush, W9WTF 

Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER 

Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Cliff/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Craig/My%20Documents/w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – March 1, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by PAARC Club President 
Dave AB9DL at 6:58 pm.  Others present were Steve 
KD9AER, Mark W9WGN, Tom W8NWG, Gary W9GMK, 
Deb KA4DEB, Neil KC8FYI, and via telephone was Rich 
KD9ANU. 
 
Tom W8NWG made a motion to approve the meeting 
minutes from February and seconded by Mark 
W9WGN.  The motion was approved. 
 
Neil KC8FYI presented the Financial Report.  He confirmed 
that the Scottrade account is empty and closed.  Deb 
KA4DEB made a motion to approve the report.  Tom 
W8NWG seconded the motion.  The motion was approved. 
 
Repeater Update:  Steve KD9AER reports that the 
Hopedale Repeater is back to square one due to structural 
issues of the hospital’s tower.  The lightning protection for 
the Glasford repeater has been installed, and the repeater 
chassis has been grounded – thank you to Gary and Rich 
for helping get these tasks done. 
 
We are being asked to remove our equipment including the 
075 repeater and D-Star machine from the Rock 106 tower 
site.  Much discussion has taken place with Clear Talk, who 
has graciously let us be there, but due to a contractual 
issue between Clear Talk and the land owner, our 
equipment has to leave by May 24, 2018.  We are looking 
at many different options for new homes for both the 075 
repeater and the D-Star machine.  Stay tuned, more to 
come. 
 
Programs: Mark W9WGN reported that program plans are 
in place through July. 
 
Summer Field Day: We plan to have 4 club stations set up 
at Bass Pro.  Will need to coordinate batteries for power, as 
well as antennas.  It appears that the Field Day theme 
chosen by the ARRL for 2018 is the International Grid 
Chase, so we may try to include some of that ourselves. 
 
Bandbits Mailing: The March issue of Bandbits has been 
posted to the club website.  This is the very last month that 
any copies will be mailed out. 
 
Classes: Deb KA4DEB reported that classes are going 
really well.  The testing scheduled for shortly after the 
classes end may be moved from the Morton Library due to 
on-going construction, possibly to the America Red Cross 
in Peoria.  Watch for announcements concerning test 
location. 
 
WinLink Project: Gary W9GWK reported that little progress 
has been made due to other higher priority matters. 
 
SuperFest: Attendance has been poor at the two 2018 
meetings held so far.  We need people to show up and 
volunteer to help, to get the jobs they want.  The next 
meeting is Thursday, March 22 at the Peoria American Red 
Cross. 
 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – March 9, 2018 
 
From 18:30 to 21:00 Pat Bock of the National Weather 
Service in Lincoln IL presented 2018 weather spotters 
training to a large crowd. 
 
Regular club meeting called to order at 21:05 by President 
Dave Lucas. 
 
Motion to approve minutes as published in Bandbits made by 
Deb Suhs and seconded by Jim Polson.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s report was given.  A motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s report was made by Mark Suhs and seconded 
by Tom Hunt.  Motion passed. 
 
President Dave Lucas reminded everyone that several 
people have not paid their annual club dues.  That can be 
done by mailing in or by Pay Pal. 
 
Deb Suhs reminded everybody of the monthly Superfest 
planning meetings (next one 3/22/18 at 7:00 pm at the Red 
Cross).  Lots of work remains and very few people are 
showing up or helping.  This is the club’s main source of 
revenue and this event is important for upcoming expenses. 
 
President Dave Lucas stated that we have been asked to 
vacate the 075 and D-Star repeaters by mid May.  This is the 
result of the land owner forcing Clear Talk to do 
this.  Several other will have to leave this tower also.  We 
have exhausted all efforts for us to stay.  Clear Talk has 
been very helpful.  We will have to pay to climb tower to 
remove our antennas and cables, then pay to climb some 
other tower and install antennas and cables.  We will also 
have to remove and reinstall the radios and equipment.  At 
this time we do not have any new site(s) identified, and these 
repeaters could be off the air for a time. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 21:14 by Jim Polson, second by Mark 
Suhs.  Motion carried. 
 
Recorded by Gary Kantner W9GMK and submitted by Rich 
Holtman KD9ANU Secretary 

 

Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – continued 
 
2018 Illinois Bicentennial Challenge: See the article in the 
March Bandbits on page 5, regarding a special event being 
promoted by the Western IL Amateur Radio Club.  Tom 
W8NWG has volunteered to co-ordinate with them and learn 
how we can participate.  More to come in the future. 
 
Gary W9GMK made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mark 
W9WGN seconded the motion.  The motion was approved, 
and the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 

 

No hour of life is ever wasted if it 

is spent on Ham Radio 
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2018 Get on the Air Contest! 
 

February Contest results: 
 
W9WGN - Mark - 12 contacts 
KD9DBQ - Rob - 5 contacts 
3rd place ----- 0 
4th Place ----- 0 
5th Place ----- 0 
 
March contacts need to be sent in by 4/5/18 
midnight CST. March contest is all contacts with 
Canada! Any Band, Any Mode.  Look for April's 
contest on the reflector soon!!! You can't win, if 
you don't enter! Let's get on the air and make 
some contacts! 
 
Current Prize list is: 
 
Yaesu FTM-3200DR 2M Fusion mobile. 
Giga Parts $50 Gift Card 
........More Prizes to come! 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to get 
a hold of me, 
Thanks.... and Get on the air! 
Matthew Behnke - KD9ERS 
Peoria County Emergency Coordinator (ARES) 
MARS - AAR5SE 
Winlink - kd9ers@winlink.org 
              - aar5se@winkink.org 
PAARC - Visit www.w9uvi.org 
309-229-0820 - Cell 
 

Repeater Moves 
 

As previously communicated, the club’s agreement 

to occupy the current tower where the 075 and D-

Star repeaters are located has ended.  With the help 

of Jim Polson, the board has located a new home for 

the 075.  The 075 will be housed on the tower at 

Moyer Electronics in Groveland, this site is a great 

location and will give the club continued coverage of 

Peoria County and surrounding counties.   

The board is continuing to search for a home for the 

D-Star repeater. 

Currently, weather permitting, the move of the 075 is 

scheduled for Tuesday April 10th with a backup date 

of Wednesday, April 11.  Watch the reflector and 

check-in to the Sunday night net for more information 

on the move. 

The 075 and DSTAR repeaters should remain 

operative until that time. 

The board wants to thank Jim Polson for all his 

assistance and efforts in securing us a new home for 

the 075. 

April FCC Testing Location Change 
 

Due to renovations happening at the Morton 
Public Library the testing session for Saturday 
April 21st will be held at the American Red Cross 
Chapter House, 311 West John Gwynn Jr. 
Avenue.   Beginning at 12:00pm (noon). 

BandBits Editor 
 

The board is still looking for someone to replace 
our previous editor, if you would like to 
volunteer for the position please let Dave Lucas 
or Deb Suhs know. 

High Altitude Balloon Launch 
 

PAARC is partnering with Peoria Academy, Peoria, 

IL to launch a high-altitude balloon. Weekly classes 

on payload building have begun and will continue 

through the week of April 9. The 15 students have 

selected their experiments and are reviewing their 

scientific methods and determining outcomes for 

each of the experiments. 

Launch of the balloon will occur sometime April 12-

20. 

 HAM RADIO  

is the answer  

who cares what  

the question is. 

mailto:kd9ers@winlink.org
mailto:aar5se@winkink.org
tel:(309)%20229-0820
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World Amateur Radio Day 
 
Every April 18, radio amateurs worldwide take to the 
airwaves in celebration of World Amateur Radio Day. It 
was on that day in 1925 that the International Amateur 
Radio Union was formed in Paris. 
 
Amateur Radio experimenters were the first to discover 
that the short-wave spectrum — far from being a 
wasteland — could support worldwide propagation. In the 
rush to use these shorter wavelengths, Amateur Radio 
was “in grave danger of being pushed aside,” the IARU’s 
history has noted. Amateur Radio pioneers met in Paris in 
1925 and created the IARU to support Amateur Radio 
worldwide. 
 
Just two years later, at the International Radiotelegraph 
Conference, Amateur Radio gained the allocations still 
recognized today — 160, 80, 40, 20, and 10 
meters.  Since its founding, the IARU has worked tirelessly 
to defend and expand the frequency allocations for 
Amateur Radio. Thanks to the support of enlightened 
administrations in every part of the globe, radio amateurs 
are now able to experiment and communicate in frequency 
bands strategically located throughout the radio 
spectrum.  From the 25 countries that formed the IARU in 
1925, the IARU has grown to include 160 member-
societies in three regions. IARU Region 1 includes Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East, and Northern Asia. Region 2 
covers the Americas, and Region 3 is comprised of 
Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific island nations, and 
most of Asia. The International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) has recognized the IARU as representing the 
interests of Amateur Radio. 
 
Today, Amateur Radio is more popular than ever, with 
over 3,000,000 licensed operators! 
 
See: http://www.iaru.org/world-amateur-radio-day.html 
for more information, including a list of World Amateur 
Radio Day Special Event Stations 

New Licenses  Upgraded Licenses 

(2008 – 2017)   (2008 – 2017) 

 

2008 – 28,066  2008 – 15,501 

2009 – 30,144  2009 – 10,796 

2010 – 27,528  2010 – 10,726 

2011 – 24,072  2011 – 10,337 

2012 – 27,082  2012 – 10, 283 

2013 – 28,886  2013 – 9,325  

2014 – 33,241  2014 – 10,556 

2015 – 32,077  2015 – 11,224 

2016 – 32,552  2016 – 10,617 

2017 – 32,196  2017 – 9,576 

More than 30,000 New Ham Licensees and 
7,000 Amateur Radio Exam Sessions in 
2017 
 
From: http://www.arrl.org/news/more-than-30-000-new-
ham-licensees-and-7-000-amateur-radio-exam-
sessions-in-2017 

For the fourth year in a row, more than 30,000 new 
licensees joined the Amateur Radio ranks, and the 
ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) 
conducted more than 7,000 Amateur Radio exam 
sessions, serving some 35,350 candidates for a new or 
upgraded license. At the end of December 2017, the 
US Amateur Radio population stood at 748,136. At 
nearly 378,000, Technician licensees represented the 
largest segment, with General (174,206), Amateur 
Extra (145,034), Advanced (41,938), and Novice 
(9,056) trailing. Licensee numbers showed continued 
growth across all classes except Advanced and Novice, 
which the FCC no longer issues; those numbers 
continue to drop. 

“I’m hopeful that the number of new licensees will be 
more than 30,000 at the end of this year,” ARRL VEC 
Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, said. “I would love to 
see this trend continue!” Somma said topping the 7,000 
mark in ARRL VEC-sponsored exam sessions since 
2014 was “an important milestone for us.” In 2017, the 
ARRL VEC administered 7,075 sessions. 

Despite the optimistic influx of 32,196 newcomers last 
year, the net growth of 5,349 — about 0.72% over 
December 2016 — reflects some 27,000 expired or 
cancelled licenses in the FCC database over the past 
year. In making the case for changes to the entry-level 
license, the ARRL Board’s Entry-Level License 
Committee referred to “the large number of Baby 
Boomers (roughly born 1945 – 65) [who] will soon be 
aging off the licensee rolls.” The committee predicted 
the likelihood of “a significant decline in the number of 
hams, unless we take steps to reverse it.” 

Somma said that, in addition to exam session 
administration, ARRL VEC also processed and 
electronically transmitted 8,765 address changes and 
license renewals to the FCC for ARRL members in 
2017. “This free service to members continues to be a 
strong draw,” she said. She further pointed out that, as 
one of three FCC-authorized Club Station Call Sign 
Administrators (CSCSA), ARRL VEC processed and 
transmitted 1,761 club license applications for the FCC 
in 2017, of which 338 were for new club licenses. 

The number of Amateur Radio license upgrades was 
9,576 in 2017, continuing a slight downward trend over 
the past 10 years. 

 

http://www.iaru.org/world-amateur-radio-day.html
http://www.arrl.org/news/more-than-30-000-new-ham-licensees-and-7-000-amateur-radio-exam-sessions-in-2017
http://www.arrl.org/news/more-than-30-000-new-ham-licensees-and-7-000-amateur-radio-exam-sessions-in-2017
http://www.arrl.org/news/more-than-30-000-new-ham-licensees-and-7-000-amateur-radio-exam-sessions-in-2017
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Buy/Sell/Trade 

Non-Commercial Ads from Club 

members pertaining to Amateur Radio 

will be printed free of charge.  Each ad 

will run for one issue and can be 

continued by contacting the Editor.  

Material may be sent to:  

Bandbits Editor 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

Or via Email: w9uvi@arrl.net 

 

 

 

AREA FCC EXAMS 

Morton: 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing 

at 12:00 noon the third Saturday of even numbered months or as noted: Feb 17, Apr 

21, June 16, Aug 18, Oct 20 and Dec 15. If no one is there at that time the examiners 

will leave as they are all volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original 

Radio License (if any) and a copy, and the original and a copy of any of any Certificate 

of Completion (CSCE) not already acted upon by the FCC. Copies are needed to send 

with your license application. Fee for 2018 is $15.00. You will also need identification 

such as a Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF 

at W9WTF@ARRL.net for more information. 

 

Bloomington:  

The schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio testing dates for 2018 are: 1/27 9:00-

11:00am, 3/24 1:00-3:00pm, 5/26 1:00-3:00pm.  Testing is held at the Bloomington 

Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive St. and S. 

East St. Entrance is off S. East St.  People should contact Keith a week prior to the 

test for date and location. Testing begins at 1:00pm.  Bring two forms of 

identification. You will need a copy of your current license plus and CSCE you want 

to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 

378-4416 for more information. 

 

Note on testing – A Social Security number is now required for all FCC exams.  

BANDBITS 
Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club          Place 
P.O. Box 3508          Stamp      
Peoria, IL 61612-3508            Here 
 
 
 
 
FORWARD AND ADDRESS CORRECTION 
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http://us.mc816.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AB9DJ@Comcast.net
mailto:W9WTF@ARRL.net

