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PAARC EVENTS 

PAARC MEETS AT RED CROSS 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club meets at the 
American Red Cross Chapter House, 311 West John 
Gwynn Jr. Avenue between Hightower and Kumpf Blvd. in 
Peoria, Illinois.    
 
Events:  
Board Meeting 
Thursday May 3, 7:00pm 
 
General Meeting 
Thursday May 10, 7:00pm:  
Program: Craig Thompson, K9CT, His latest DX-pedition 
 
Superfest Meeting 
Thursday May 24, 7:00pm:  
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President’s Message 
 

May is here and I was always told that April showers bring 
May flowers. That may be right but we haven’t had to many 
storms yet. So let us all be prepared and ready for those 
storms do come.  
 
Area of Focus - As storm season approaches let us all take 
a look at our towers and feed lines for grounding. Lightning 
likes its shortest path to ground. Also if storms are called 
for it is never a bad idea to disconnect the feed lines. Just 
in case. 

 
Dave Lucas 
AB9DL 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peoria County ARES 
 

ARES Net 5/2, 5/9 @ 8PM CST on the PAARC 075 
repeater 
ARES Meeting will be 5/16 @ 7PM CST at the Peoria 
American Red Cross 
No Net on 5/23 or 5/30  
 
This months meeting will be a Storm Spotters update on 
Location setups.  
Discussion on Communications with Repeater (Some 
members are no longer able to hit the 075 at its new 
location). 
Update on new time for our S.E.T. 
And snacks are always provided. 
Please feel free to come stop by at the meeting! 
 
Matthew Behnke - KD9ERS 
Peoria County Emergency Coordinator (ARES) 
MARS - AAR5SE 
Winlink - kd9ers@winlink.org 
              - aar5se@winkink.org 
PAARC - Visit www.w9uvi.org 
309-229-0820 - Cell 

Superfest 
 

Make sure you put the dates on your calendar; 
Superfest will be Sept. 15 & 16.  Help will also be 
needed on-site Thursday & Friday Sept 13 & 14. 
 

Since the club had to move the D-Star and 075 
repeaters a successful Superfest is more important than 
ever, so your help is truly needed. 
 

In addition to helping during Superfest itself we need 
help with the planning and we have several areas that 
we need someone to step up and oversee.   
 

The next meeting is on Thursday May 24th at 7:00pm, 
please plan on attending and helping to support your 
club.  
 

Deb Suhs 
KA4DEB 

 

Woodford ARES 
 

Currently have no information. 

 
 

mailto:kd9ers@winlink.org
mailto:aar5se@winkink.org
tel:(309)%20229-0820
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Club Directors 

President Dave Lucas, AB9DL 

Vice President Mark Suhs, W9WGN 

Secretary Rich Holtman, KD9ANU 

Treasurer Neil Hubert, KC8FY 

Directors Tom Hunt, W8NWG (2 years) 

  Gary Kantner, W9GMK (1 year) 

Trustee  Bob Bush, W9WTF 

Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER 

Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB  

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

The club was originally chartered as the Peoria Radio Club on 

May 2, 1919.  Please address all correspondences to: 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

E–mail  w9uvi@arrl.net 

Web Page – http://www.w9uvi.org/ 

Club Sunday Night Net 

The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 
PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All Amateurs 
with 2-meter privileges are invited to check in.   

Repeaters 

The PAARC operates three 2-meter repeaters, which are 
open for all amateurs with 2-meter privileges.  The 146.250 
(input)/146.850 (output) repeater is located in Glasford. The 
repeater uses a 156.7 Hz output tone for CTCSS squelch 
control. 
 
The 147.675 (input)/147.075 (output) repeater is located in 
Groveland. This repeater is used for the Sunday night net.  
This repeater uses a 156.7 Hz input tone for CTCSS squelch 
control. 
 
The W9PIA D-Star 144.505 (input)/145.105 (output) repeater 
will be located in Groveland once it is back on the air. 

Membership Information 

Membership in the Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club is 

available to any licensed amateur and is administered as 

follows: 

Voting Membership: $25 per calendar year.  Ages 18 and 

under, or 65 and older are $20 per calendar year. 

Family Membership: Voting membership for first member and 

$15 for each additional member in same household. 

Non-voting Membership: $10 per calendar year for amateurs 

who are interested only in occasional participation. 

Honorary Life Memberships: are free and are awarded by a 

vote of the general membership after recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 

Dues are payable by February 1ST of each year. 

Club Net Report  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the 
month are shown in the table below. 
 

Apr 1 Apr 8 Apr. 15 Apr. 22 Apr 29 Total 

20 23 25 19 22 109 

 
04/01/18 
W9JDP KD9BRV KB9RVJ W9WTF KD9AER KD9ERS 
W8NWG W9WGN NM0O KD9JXR N9WFT KD9SF 
KD9JMX W9TGO KD9ANU K9HJZ W9GLO K9TNT 
KC9WRK KC9YTT  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
04/08/18 
W9WTF N9SJZ AD9I W8NWG N9FAM K9HJZ W9GMK 
KD9IVV KD9AER KB9SF W9SNG KD9ANU KC9WRK 
KD9IVC W9TGO N9WFT K9CEW N9GZ KC9YTT KD9BRV 
W9GLO KB9ATO W9YES  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
04/15/18 
K9TNT N9SJZ AD9I W8NWG KB9ATO KD9IVV W9WTF 
N9FAM KB9SF N9WFT W9TGO K9HJZ KD9ANU KC8FYI 
NM0O KD9IVC KD9JXR N9GZ KD9HZX KD9BRV KC9YTT 
K9CEW KC9DEV KD0UNM W9GLO  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
04/22/18 
K9TNT N9LFE KB9TNZ AD9I NM0O KA4DEB KD9IVV 
W9JDP K9HJZ W9TGO K9FIT W9WGN KD9DBQ KD9ANU 
N9WFT KB9SF KC9RAV KC9YTC KD9ERS 
Submitted by W8NWG 73 

 
04/29/18 
W9JDP N9LFE KD9JXR KD9DEB W8NWG W9WTF 
W9WGN K9FIT K9QJ KB9RVJ W9TGO W9CAZ KG9DW 
K9CEW W9GLO KB9SF KD9ANU KD0UNM KC9YTT 
KB9ATO K9HJZ KB9TNZ  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 

BANDBITS Policy 

BANDBITS is the official publication of the Peoria Area Amateur 

Radio Club and is distributed to all members in good standing, and 

to other interested parties.  Permission is granted to reprint from 

BANDBITS provided that credit is given to the original author, if 

listed, and that BANDBITS is identified as the source of the 

material. 

Opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the author and 

may or may not reflect those of BANDBITS or the Peoria Area 

Amateur Radio Club.  BANDBITS reserves the right to edit any 

copy, and to print or refuse to print any contribution. 

Articles are welcome and can be sent to: 

BANDBITS Editor – 

P.O. Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via E-mail at 

w9uvi@arrl.net 

Articles for BANDBITS must be received by the Monday following 

the club meeting for inclusion in the next issue. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Cliff/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Craig/My%20Documents/w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – April 5, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by PAARC Club President 
Dave AB9DL at 6:55 pm.  Others present were Steve 
KD9AER, Mark W9WGN, Tom W8NWG, Gary W9GMK, 
Deb KA4DEB, Bob W9WTF, and Rich KD9ANU. 
 
Mark W9WGN made a motion to approve the meeting 
minutes from March, which was seconded by Steve 
KD9AER.  The motion was approved. 
 
Dave presented the Financial Report as submitted by Neil 
KC8FYI.  Gary W9GMK made a motion to approve the 
report.  Tom W8NWG seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved. 
 
Repeater Update:  The 075 repeater move scheduled for 
April 4 did not happen due to the weather forecast.  The 
move has been pushed back to Tuesday, April 10, with 
Wednesday, April 11 as the back-up day.  Since Steve 
KD9AER was going to store the repeater and will be out of 
town, we may store the D-Star repeater at Moyer’s or 
possibly the garage at the Bunker.  Gary W9GMK will take 
the lead for the move in Steve KD9AER’s absence. 
 
Gary W9GMK has identified an additional potential 
repeater site through his work with the ETSB (Emergency 
Telephone System Board).  This site is at the former fire 
station on Altorfer Drive in Pioneer Park.  The UHF 
antenna is said to be ~125 ft higher than the nearby water 
tower, while the VHF is ~100 ft higher.  UHF and VHF 
antennas and feedlines are in place, but would need to 
confirm SWR at the frequencies of interest.  There is no 
Internet and no emergency power at this site.  At this time 
we would be the only tenant.  Possible location for D-Star 
UHF and VHF system. 
 
Equipment Storage: Dave reported that Cedar Street 
storage facility in East Peoria has large enough doors to fit 
the club trailer and other equipment, for $160/month.  Also 
plan to check Jack’s storage along Interstate 74 near 
Pinecrest Drive. 
 
Programs: Mark W9WGN reported that program plans are 
in place through July.  Next week Corey KC9RAV will 
present regarding 3D Printing. 
 
Social Media Director: Looking for help with the Club’s 
Facebook and Twitter accounts.  Tom W8NWG has some 
Facebook experience and will start posting items there. 
 
Summer Field Day: Have confirmed the dates of June 23-
24 with Bass Pro and the tent rental folks.  The tent will be 
setup on Thursday or Friday.  Bob thinks we can get 
folding tables and chairs from the fire department.  The 
Field Day theme chosen by the ARRL for 2018 is the 
International Grid Chase.   
 
Classes: Deb KA4DEB reported that classes will complete 
on April 17th.  Testing will be held at America Red Cross in 
Peoria on April 21st. 
 
Radio Room Naming: New Plaque is being made, which 
will be black lettering on gold color background.  

WinLink Project:  Discussed issues regarding possible use of 
a club ID for a WinLink station, Rich KD9ANU to investigate 
and report.  Agreement has been reached with the EMA and 
ETSB for use of an available un-used VHF antenna and 
feedline that terminates in the Garage Radio Room. 
Available empty phone lines were repurposed to provide 
Internet access to this Radio Room, making the site ready for 
computer and radio hardware.  Rich KD9ANU summarized 
detailed cost estimates of potential hardware 
configurations.  Gary W9GMK moved to authorize spending 
up to $500 on WinLink related hardware, seconded by Deb 
KA4DEB.  Motion passed. 
 
2018 Illinois Bicentennial Challenge:  Expecting the 
possibility of a Special Event in conjunction with this 
celebration.  Tom W8NWG reports that those responsible will 
not start planning until August, so there is nothing 
substantive for now.  (The event runs from the end of August 
thru Early December 2018, certificates will be awarded to 
those who have a QSO with at least one station is each of 
the 102 Illinois counties.)  
 
Club Roster: Rich KD9ANU presented a preliminary count of 
those who have paid dues for 2018.  Deb KA4DEB plans to 
send out a group email remainder to recent members who 
have not yet paid dues for 2018. 
 
SuperFest: Deb KA4DEB has confirmed that we are on the 
Expo Gardens calendar for September 15-16, 
2018.  Attendance has been poor at the two 2018 meetings 
held so far.  The next meeting is Thursday, April 26 a the 
Peoria American Red Cross.  We need people to show up 
and volunteer to help, to get the jobs they want.  Need to 
identify speakers, and several major positions are still open. 
 
Gary W9GMK made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mark 
W9WGN seconded the motion.  The motion was approved, 
and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 

 

Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – April 10, 2018 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by Dave AB9DL. 
The program was by Corey Ressler KC9RAV, which was 
a demonstration of his 3D printer. 
 
Motion was made by Jim Polson W9JDP to approve the 
minutes as published in BandBits, motion was seconded 
by Corey Ressler KC9RAV, motion was approved. 
 
Motion was made by Deb Suhs KA4DEB to approve the 
treasurers report as presented by Neil Hubert KC8FYI, 
motion was seconded by Melinda Hubert K9GOA, motion 
was approved. 
 
We are still trying to move the repeaters to the Moyer site 
in Groveland.  Hopefully we will be able to move them on 
Thursday 4-19. 
 
Tom Hunt, W9NWG has accepted the position of media 
director. 
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Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – continued 

 

Field Day will be held at Bass Pro Shops in East 
Peoria.  There will be 4 stations and the theme is 
Grid Chase. 
 
The general instruction class is ending on 
Tuesday April 17th.  Testing will be Saturday April 
21st on noon at the Red Cross, Morton library is 
being renovated. 
 
The radio room naming plaque and the silent key 
memorial plaque have been updated and will be 
picked up. 
 
The high-altitude balloon launch with the Peoria 
Academy will be on April 17th at 9:00am behind 
the academy. 
 
Pearl Tech’s contact with the ISS is going to 
happen in June. 
 
We still need a lot of volunteers to help with 
Superfest.  The next meeting is April 26th at 
7:00pm. 
 
Jim W9JDP made the motion to adjourn the 
meeting motion was seconded by Mark W9WGN. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:16pm. 
 

Submitted by Mark W9WGN Vice-President for Rich 

KD9ANU, secretary. 

Repeater Moves 
 

As previously communicated, the club’s agreement to 
occupy the current tower where the 075 and D-Star 
repeaters are located has ended.  With the help of Jim 
Polson, the board located a new home for the 075 and the 
D-Star repeater.  They are now being housed on the tower 
at Moyer Electronics in Groveland. 
 
The 075 repeater has been moved to its new location and 
is on the air.  There have been a few bumps along the 
way but Bob, Steve and the team are working diligently to 
get the repeater running as smoothly as it can.    
The D-Star repeater will be put back on the air as soon as 
we can schedule another time with the tower climber. 
 
Pictures below are from going up the Moyer tower. 
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High Altitude Balloon Launch 
 
PAARC partnered with Peoria Academy, Peoria, IL to 
launch a high-altitude balloon. Weekly classes on 
payload building were held and the 15 students 
selected their experiments and determined the 
expected outcomes. 
The launch of the balloon occurred on Tuesday April 
17th. 

Fritz WD9FMB, Dwight K9QJ & Mark W9WGN 

Fritz WD9FMB & Dwight K9QJ 

Silent Key – Al Lurie – W9KCB continued 
 
special recognition with all 21 entries from his students 

being selected as award winners. He was a beloved 
teacher, allowing his students to assist him in making 
airplane parts and maintaining long term contact with many 
of them. Allan was interested in aviation from the time he 
was a little boy and built model airplanes from balsa wood 
and paper.  When other children would toss their broken 
planes in the trash, Allan would fix them and sell them back 
to them to earn money. He had his first experience with 
flight in basic training in 1944. He purchased his first 
airplane in 1963 and had well over 1,600 hours of flying 
time on various airplanes that he owned, as well as time 
flying gyrocopters. In order to make his love of flying 
affordable, he obtained his A&P license so he could work 
on his planes. He was a life member of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association (EAA), and he began attending the 
annual Oshkosh, Wis. airshow in 1963 and was a regular 
instructor and volunteer. Allan was a proud member of the 
United Flying Octogenarians, a group of licensed pilots 
over the age of 80, and he continued to pilot his planes 
until he was nearly 90. He served as technical counselor to 
the local EAA chapter for many years and was also a 
chapter vice president, among other positions. He took 
many people for their first airplane rides, including many 
young people, as part of the Young Eagles program, which 
achieved an initial goal of flying and registering over one 
million young people. For many years Allan donated 
subscriptions for various flying magazines to the Peoria 
Public library. As an amateur radio (ham) operator Allan, 
W9KCB, was very active. He started with the Bradley 
Amateur Radio club in the 1950s and was a member of the 
Peoria Amateur Radio Club and the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) for over 65 years. He was a regular Peoria 
hamfest attendee. He was also a member of Congregation 
Anshai Emeth for over 60 years, and was a member of the 
Peoria Area Retired Teachers Association, the Bradley 
Alumni Association and the 50+ club, the Popular Rotocraft 
Association, the Heart of Illinois Ultralight club, the Military 
Vehicle Preservation Association and the Heritage in Flight 
Museum in Lincoln, Ill. As an endowment member of the 
National Rifle Association, he completed requirements and 
received his concealed carry permit at age 89. 

Silent Key – Al Lurie – W9KCB 
 

Allan Herbert Lurie, 91, of Peoria passed away peacefully 
Tuesday, April 3 at his home. He was born May 31, 1926 
in Oak Park, Ill., to Sidney and Goldie Lurie. He graduated 
from J. Sterling Morton High in Cicero, IL, where he was a 
photographer for the school paper. In 1944 he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army. In the army he served in the 707th tank 
battalion while the war was on and later transferred to the 
355th engineers in occupied Germany after the war. Upon 
returning from Europe he attended Bradley University, 
where he received both a bachelor’s and a master’s 
degrees in education. While there he was a yearbook 
photographer and met and fell in love with one of his 
subjects, Gloria Hubbard. He and Gloria were married on 
Nov. 23, 1950, at Temple Anshai Emeth in Peoria. She 
proceeded him in death in 2014. He was also proceeded 
in death by his parents and father-in-law and mother-in-
law. Surviving are his daughter Celeste (and Jaime) 
Restrepo: two grandsons Adam and Eric; brother Robert 
Lurie and sister-in-law Yvette of France and Chicago area 
cousins. Allan was well known as a teacher, mechanical 
genius, photographer, and aviator who shared his love of 
flying with many. He was interested in anything with a 
motor and at various times in his life owned motorcycles, 
boats, planes, and classic cars. One of his first vehicles 
was an old police motorcycle.  He offered his older brother 
a ride and unfortunately left him in the street when he took 
off too fast. In 1954 he began his industrial arts instruction 
career teaching auto mechanics, machine shop, 
electricity/electronics, mechanical drawing, and behind the 
wheel driver education for 32 years at Peoria Central High 
School, retiring in 1990. His skill in teaching equipped 
many for the start of their careers, and in one competition 
at Western Illinois University, he and his students received  

Payload recovery pictures 
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AREA FCC EXAMS 

Morton: 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing at 12:00 noon the third Saturday 

of even numbered months or as noted: Feb 17, Apr 21, June 16, Aug 18, Oct 20 and Dec 15. If no one is there at that 

time the examiners will leave as they are all volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original Radio 

License (if any) and a copy, and the original and a copy of any of any Certificate of Completion (CSCE) not already 

acted upon by the FCC. Copies are needed to send with your license application. Fee for 2018 is $15.00. You will also 

need identification such as a Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF at 

W9WTF@ARRL.net for more information. 

 

Bloomington:  

The schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio testing dates for 2018 are: 1/27 9:00-11:00am, 3/24 1:00-3:00pm, 5/26 

1:00-3:00pm.  Testing is held at the Bloomington Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive 

St. and S. East St. Entrance is off S. East St.  People should contact Keith a week prior to the test for date and 

location. Testing begins at 1:00pm.  Bring two forms of identification. You will need a copy of your current license plus 

and CSCE you want to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 378-4416 for 

more information. 

 

Note on testing – A Social Security number is now required for all FCC exams.  

BandBits Editor 
 
The board is still looking for someone to replace our 
previous editor, if you would like to volunteer for the 
position please let Dave Lucas or Deb Suhs know. 

Buy/Sell/Trade 

Non-Commercial Ads from Club members 
pertaining to Amateur Radio will be printed free 
of charge.  Each ad will run for one issue and 
can be continued by contacting the Editor.   
 
Material may be sent to:  
 
Bandbits Editor 
P.O. Box 3508 
Peoria, IL 61612-3508 
Or via Email: w9uvi@arrl.net 
 
 

 

Club’s Facebook Page 
 
Keep up to date with club activities by liking 
the club’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Peoria-Area-
Amateur-Radio-Club-137981799554556/ 
 

Europe Day On the Air 2018 Activity May 4 – 6 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/europe-day-on-the-air-2018-activity-may-4-6 
 
Stations taking part in Europe Day “on the air” (EUDOTA) 2018 will be active from Friday, May 4, through Sunday, 
May 6, with special call signs AO1EU, AO2EU, AO3EU, AO4EU, AO5EU, AO6EU, AO7EU, AO8EU, and AO9EU. 
(Europe Day is Wednesday, May 9.) 
 
Sponsored by the EA Digital Foundation with the support of the European Radio Amateurs’ Organization (EURAO), 
the on-the-air event commemorates the creation of the European Union in 1950 and aims “to promote the European 
spirit and harmony among citizens, peoples, and nations.” 
 
A special QSL card and award will be available, and contacts will count toward the Radio Clubs of the World Award 
(EANET). — Thanks to Southgate Amateur Radio News 
 

 

http://us.mc816.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AB9DJ@Comcast.net
mailto:W9WTF@ARRL.net
https://www.facebook.com/Peoria-Area-Amateur-Radio-Club-137981799554556/
https://www.facebook.com/Peoria-Area-Amateur-Radio-Club-137981799554556/
http://www.arrl.org/news/europe-day-on-the-air-2018-activity-may-4-6

