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PAARC EVENTS 

PAARC MEETS AT RED CROSS 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club meets at the 
American Red Cross Chapter House, 311 West John 
Gwynn Jr. Avenue between Hightower and Kumpf Blvd. in 
Peoria, Illinois.    
 
Events:  
Board Meeting 
Thursday June 7, 7:00pm 
 
General Meeting 
Thursday June 14, 7:00pm:  
Program: Field Day 
 
Superfest Meeting 
Thursday June 21, 7:00pm:  
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President’s Message 
 

Field Day, Field Day, Field Day - did I mention Field Day.  
 
That’s right Field Day is coming quickly and as normal we 
will be setting up our station at Bass Pro Shops. Please 
consider stopping by and if available please volunteer to 
help set up and tear down.  
 
Area of Focus - Field Day, let’s have a great one.  

 
Dave Lucas 
AB9DL 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peoria County ARES 
 

6/6/18 was the Emergency Expo at the Shops of Grand 
Prairie. Had a great time, lots of folks showed up and the 
weather was great. 
 
This month's ARES meeting (6/20/18) will be held at the 
Bunker located in Kickapoo. If you need directions, please 
let me know! 
 
Net's will be 6/6 and 6/13 at 8pm on the 075 repeater! 
 
Matthew Behnke - KD9ERS 
Peoria County Emergency Coordinator (ARES) 
MARS - AAR5SE 
Winlink - kd9ers@winlink.org 
              - aar5se@winkink.org 
PAARC - Visit www.w9uvi.org 
309-229-0820 - Cell 

Superfest 
 

Make sure you put the dates on your calendar; 
Superfest will be Sept. 15 & 16.  Help will also be 
needed on-site Thursday & Friday Sept 13 & 14. 
 

Since the club had to move the D-Star and 075 
repeaters a successful Superfest is more important than 
ever, so your help is truly needed. 
 

In addition to helping during Superfest itself we need 
help with the planning and we have several areas that 
we need someone to step up and oversee.   
 

The next meeting is on Thursday June 21st at 7:00pm, 
please plan on attending and helping to support your 
club.  
 

Deb Suhs 
KA4DEB 

 

Woodford ARES 
 

Woodford ARES will meet June 28 at 7:00p in the 
Woodford EMA EOC on the south side of Roanoke.  The 
main presentation topic will be how/why to configure your 
PERSONAL jump kit...what you need, when and why.  The 
presenter is very experienced from the real world. 
Curt/K9UQF 
Woodford ARES EC 
 
 

mailto:kd9ers@winlink.org
mailto:aar5se@winkink.org
tel:(309)%20229-0820
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Club Directors 

President Dave Lucas, AB9DL 

Vice President Mark Suhs, W9WGN 

Secretary Rich Holtman, KD9ANU 

Treasurer Neil Hubert, KC8FY 

Directors Tom Hunt, W8NWG (2 years) 

  Gary Kantner, W9GMK (1 year) 

Trustee  Bob Bush, W9WTF 

Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER 

Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB  

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

The club was originally chartered as the Peoria Radio Club on 

May 2, 1919.  Please address all correspondences to: 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

E–mail  w9uvi@arrl.net 

Web Page – http://www.w9uvi.org/ 

Club Sunday Night Net 

The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 
PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All Amateurs 
with 2-meter privileges are invited to check in.   

Repeaters 

The PAARC operates three 2-meter repeaters, which are 
open for all amateurs with 2-meter privileges.  The 146.250 
(input)/146.850 (output) repeater is located in Glasford. The 
repeater uses a 156.7 Hz output tone for CTCSS squelch 
control. 
 
The 147.675 (input)/147.075 (output) repeater is located in 
Groveland. This repeater is used for the Sunday night net.  
This repeater uses a 156.7 Hz input tone for CTCSS squelch 
control. 
 
The W9PIA D-Star 144.505 (input)/145.105 (output) repeater 
will be located in Groveland once it is back on the air. 

Membership Information 

Membership in the Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club is 

available to any licensed amateur and is administered as 

follows: 

Voting Membership: $25 per calendar year.  Ages 18 and 

under, or 65 and older are $20 per calendar year. 

Family Membership: Voting membership for first member and 

$15 for each additional member in same household. 

Non-voting Membership: $10 per calendar year for amateurs 

who are interested only in occasional participation. 

Honorary Life Memberships: are free and are awarded by a 

vote of the general membership after recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 

Dues are payable by February 1ST of each year. 

Club Net Report  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the 
month are shown in the table below. 
 

May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 Total 

23 19 25 11 78 

 
05/06/18 
W8NWG K8ROY KB9ATO W9WTF KD0UNM 
KD9JXR KD9GPO W9JDP KB9TNZ KD9IVC NM0O 
K9TNT KD9AER W9WGN W9GLO KD9HZZ 
W9TGO KG9DW KC9YTT K9QJ KD9HZX KD9ANU 
K9HJZ  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
05/13/18 
K9TNT W9WTF N9LFE W9GMK NM0O KD9JXR 
KD9AER KD9ANU KD9ERS W9TGO KD9IVV 
K9QJ KB9ATO KC9YTT KD9BRV W9GLO K9HJZ 
KB9RAB KD9EPZ Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
05/20/18 
W9CAZ N9SJZ KC8FYI KD9IVC W8NWG W9WGN 
KD9JXR W9WTF K9QJ KD9AER K9HJZ KD9IVV 
K9TNT KB9SF W9TGO N9CJI K9CEW KD9ERS 
KB9ATO KC9YTT NM0O KD9BRV KB9TNZ 
W9GLO AD9I  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
05/27/18 
W9GLO KD0UNM W9TGO KD9AER K9HJZ 
KD9IVV KD9JXR KB9TNZ K9QJ KD9ERS 
KC9WRK  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 

BANDBITS Policy 

BANDBITS is the official publication of the Peoria Area Amateur 

Radio Club and is distributed to all members in good standing, and 

to other interested parties.  Permission is granted to reprint from 

BANDBITS provided that credit is given to the original author, if 

listed, and that BANDBITS is identified as the source of the 

material. 

Opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the author and 

may or may not reflect those of BANDBITS or the Peoria Area 

Amateur Radio Club.  BANDBITS reserves the right to edit any 

copy, and to print or refuse to print any contribution. 

Articles are welcome and can be sent to: 

BANDBITS Editor – 

P.O. Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via E-mail at 

w9uvi@arrl.net 

Articles for BANDBITS must be received by the Monday following 

the club meeting for inclusion in the next issue. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Cliff/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Craig/My%20Documents/w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – May 3, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by PAARC Club 
President Dave AB9DL at 6:57 pm.  Others present 
were Steve KD9AER, Mark W9WGN, Tom W8NWG, 
Deb KA4DEB, Neil KC8FYI, and Rich KD9ANU. 
 
Tom W8NWG made a motion to approve the meeting 
minutes from April, which was seconded by Mark 
W9WGN.  The motion was approved. 
 
Neil KC8FYI presented the Financial Report.  Deb 
KA4DEB made a motion to approve the report.  Tom 
W8NWG seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved. 
 
Repeaters Updates:  Mrs. Moyer has agreed we can 
place the D-Star Repeaters at the Groveland 
site.  Fritz WD9FMB has the UHF antenna for that D-
Star repeater.  Fritz also has an antenna for the 440 
Fusion machine that is being considered for the 
Pioneer Park location.  The plan is to swap out the 
075 repeater with a spare unit, if other actions being 
taken do not resolve the issues we are 
experiencing.   
 
Programs: This month’s program will be Craig 
Thompson K9CT speaking on the Dxpedition mission 
to Bouvet Island.  The June program will be Field 
Day preparations.  July is going to be a picnic on a 
Saturday. 
 
Summer Field Day: Believe all of the arrangements 
have been made for the June 23-24 Field Day, being 
held at Bass Pro Shop in East Peoria.  Tom W8NWG 
is to get pricing on new banners from Fast 
Signs.  The Field Day theme chosen by the ARRL for 
2018 is the International Grid Chase.   
 
Classes: Deb KA4DEB reported that spring classes 
were successful – 2 students passed their 
tests.  Planning for Technician Class starting in 
September. 
 
Radio Room Naming: The new plaque has been 
made.  Dedication arrangements are pending. 
 
Club Roster: Rich KD9ANU to update the list of those 
who have not paid dues for 2018, and send to Deb 
KA4DEB, who will send out a group email remainder 
to those folks. 
 
Winlink Project:  Rich KD9ANU reported that cabling 
and computer set-up issues are being worked 
through in preparation for this new station going on-
the-air. 
 
 

Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – May 10, 
2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by club president Dave 
AB9DL.   
 
Following introductions, Craig Thompson K9CT spoke 
regarding the Dxpedition mission to Bouvet Island. 
 
The general club business meeting began at 8:13. 
 
Motion to approve minutes as published in Bandbits 
made by Jim W9JDP and seconded by Mark 
W9WGN.  Motion passed. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was given.  A motion to approve 
the Treasurer’s report was made by Tom W8NWG and 
seconded by Steve KD9AER.  Motion passed. 
 
Steve KD9AER passed his thanks to all the folks who 
helped with the recent repeater move.  This week he 
and Bob Bush visited the 075 repeater, eliminated 
some connectors and cleaned others, plus grounding 
improvements have been made.  A new poly-phaser 
has been ordered.  No repeater swap has taken place 
at this time, as it did not seem to be needed.  Hoping 
that the D-Star repeaters (440 and 2 meter) can be 
installed in June. 
 
The June meeting will be focused on preparations for 
Summer Field Day, being held at Bass Pro Shop 
on June 23-24. 
 
Mark W9WGN reported that the next SuperFest 
meeting is being held on May 24, 7:00 pm, at the Red 
Cross.  We need people to attend and help plan this 
important club event. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Mark W9WGN, seconded by 
Justin KD9JFF.  Motion passed.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:28 pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 

SuperFest: Deb KA4DEB reported that the contract for 
Expo Gardens is in hand.  
  
Bandbits: Melinda K9GOA has agreed to take the open 
position as Bandbits Editor. 
 
Tom W8NWG made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Mark W9WGN seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved, and the meeting adjourned 
at 8:12 pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 
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PAARC and Pearl Technologies 
 

STEM Academy 2018 
 
Monday, June 18th 

 
Morning Speaker – Amateur Radio, Jon 
Dainty, NM0O, Amateur Radio High 
Points,9:00AM-9:25AM 
 
Lesson – Learn about radio waves, orbit 
prediction, Keplerian elements, APRS, etc.  
 

Tuesday, June 19th 
 
Morning Speaker – NASA 3D Printed Habitat 
Challenge  
 
Lesson – Build ISS Above Raspberry Pi 
project  
 

Wednesday, June 20th 
 
Morning Speaker – Dr. Akers, Dean of 
Engineering at Bradley 
 
Lesson – Build HAB payload, Students predict 
payload landing  9:30AM to about noon 

 
Thursday, June 21st 

 
Morning Speaker – Air Traffic Controller, Neil 
Hubbert, KC8FYI, Job Responsibilities of an 
Air Traffic Controller 9:00AM-9:25AM 
 
Lesson – High Altitude Balloon Launch (Fritz) 
9:30AM- till launch (includes balloon fill and 
launch)  This will take place at the Peoria 
Heights High School Athletic Field (in the back 
of the property) 

 
Friday, June 22nd 

 
Morning Speaker – ISS Information, Renae 
Kerrigan 
 
Lesson - Review balloon data, explain ISS 
contact equipment (Fritz and Dave) 

 
During one of the days of the academy, students 
will develop and submit their questions for the 
astronauts. ISS contact is scheduled for Saturday 
July 7 with a dry run on Friday July 6. 
 
 

New BandBits Editor 
 
I’d like to thank Melinda Hubert, K9GOA for 
stepping up and volunteering to take over 
putting BandBits together. 
 
You can email Melinda at 
mhubert914@yahoo.com 

ISS Direct Contact 
 

STEM Camp 2018 
 
PAARC and Pearl Technologies 
Saturday July 7 @ 9:28AM to 9:38AM  
Peoria Heights Gym 
Come early to get a good seat. 

Doors open before 9:00AM 

 

WHAT:  ARRL Field Day 2018 
 
WHEN:  June 23rd & 24th  
 
WHERE:  Bass Pro Shops 
    East Peoria 

 
We will need help with the set-up, so plan to arrive 
between 10:00 and 10:30 am. 
 
We will operate from 1:00pm Saturday until 1:00pm on 
Sunday. 
 
We will be operating 3 stations and a GOTA station.  
We plan on operating with different digital modes with 
one of the stations, so this is a perfect opportunity to 
learn more about them.  
 
We will be using the special call of K9P for our 
contacts and the GOTA station will use W9UVI.  
 
Some information about Field Day:   
 
Field Day is ham radio's open house. Every June, 
more than 40,000 hams throughout North America set 
up temporary transmitting stations in public places to 
demonstrate ham radio's science, skill and service to 
our communities and our nation. It combines public 
service, emergency preparedness, community 
outreach, and technical skills all in a single event. Field 
Day has been an annual event since 1933 and 
remains the most popular event in ham radio. 
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AREA FCC EXAMS 

Morton: 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing at 12:00 noon the third Saturday 

of even numbered months or as noted: Feb 17, Apr 21, June 16, Aug 18, Oct 20 and Dec 15. If no one is there at that 

time the examiners will leave as they are all volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original Radio 

License (if any) and a copy, and the original and a copy of any of any Certificate of Completion (CSCE) not already 

acted upon by the FCC. Copies are needed to send with your license application. Fee for 2018 is $15.00. You will also 

need identification such as a Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF at 

W9WTF@ARRL.net for more information. 

 

Bloomington:  

The schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio testing dates for 2018 are: 1/27 9:00-11:00am, 3/24 1:00-3:00pm, 5/26 

1:00-3:00pm.  Testing is held at the Bloomington Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive 

St. and S. East St. Entrance is off S. East St.  People should contact Keith a week prior to the test for date and 

location. Testing begins at 1:00pm.  Bring two forms of identification. You will need a copy of your current license plus 

and CSCE you want to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 378-4416 for 

more information. 

 

Note on testing – A Social Security number is now required for all FCC exams.  

GOTA Contest 
 
The month of June will be as follows: 
 
This month is a real tough month..... 
 
Using only phone and HF, make as many 
contacts as possible with Europe! 
 
Still working on some great prizes! 
We have a Yaesu FTM-3200DR for the grand 
prize 
GigaParts $50 Dollar gift card 
... and more to come.... 
 
Current leader board as of the end of May 
Results: 
 
KD9DBQ - 81 
W9WGN - 63 
3rd place --- ?? 
4th place --- ?? 
5th place --- ?? 
 
You have plenty of time to jump in and join the 
contest! 

For Sale: 
1 - Kenwood TS-830S    $350 
3 - Kenwood TM-231A   $100 ea. 
1 - ICOM IC-24AT        $100 
1 - Cobra 140 GTL w/ power supply $100 
1 - Santec HT-1200         $25 
1 - MFJ-1278 Multi-Mode Data Controller $50 
1 - MFJ-941D Versa Tuner II     $50  

 Contact: Michael Legel, N9KKS - mjlegel@frontier.com 
309.267.5699 

 

 
 
From the Emergency Expo on 6/6/18, pictured from left to 
right: Justin Flick KD9JFF, Rob Herrin KD9DBQ, Matt 
Behnke KD9ERS 
 

http://us.mc816.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AB9DJ@Comcast.net
mailto:W9WTF@ARRL.net
mailto:mjlegel@frontier.com

