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PAARC EVENTS 
The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club meets at the 
American Red Cross Chapter House, 311 West John 
Gwynn Jr. Avenue between Hightower and Kumpf Blvd. 
in Peoria, Illinois.    
 

Upcoming Events:  
 

December General Meeting – Christmas Dinner 
Thursday December 13, 6:30pm 
Alexanders Street Steakhouse 
You are responsible for your own meal, spouses are 
welcome- email Deb at KA4DEB@arrl.net and let her 
know if you are attending and if you are bringing a guest 
so she can give a head count to Alexander’s  
 

Board Meeting 
Thursday January 3, 7:00pm 
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President’s Message 
 

With 2018 coming to an end, I want to say thank you to 
everyone. We have had a great year and have overcome 
some challenges as a club and thank you for allowing 
me to be the president for 2018 as well.  I have had a 
great time and know that 2019 will be a great year as 
well. I wish everyone a happy holiday season and good 
DX in the coming year. 
 
Thanks, 
Dave Lucas 
AB9DL 
 

 

 

 
 Peoria County ARES 

 
December 5, ARES Net @ 8:00 PM CST on the 075 
repeater  
December 12, ARES Net @ 8:00 PM CST on the 075 
repeater  
December 19, ARES Meeting at the Peoria American 
Red Cross @ 7:00 PM CST  
 
Meeting Agenda includes Review of our recent SET, 
2019 Statewide ARES/AUXCOMM SET, Discussion of 
potential for a UHF net, ARES Connect sign-up, and 
more. 
 
Rich Holtman, KD9ANU, Assistant Emergency 
Coordinator for Peoria County ARES  
email: kd9anu@arrl.org 
Winlink: kd9anu@winlink.org 
Cell: 309-256-4272 

 
Woodford ARES 

 

The next quarterly meeting of Woodford County ARES is 
planned for Dec. 20th at 7:00pm and will be at the 
Woodford EMA EOC on the south edge of Roanoke.  The 
main topic will focus on portable equipment required to 
set up a base station in the field as needed also for Field 
Day.   
Curt/K9UQF, WC ARES EC and Chad/KD9HRK AEC 

Classes 
 
We are waiting to begin the next technician class until 
we have at least 5 people registered.   
 
We are hoping to have the next general class start Jan. 
22nd, if we have at least 5 people interested. 
 

The classes are free, for the technician class the  

required book is the ARRL Ham Radio License 

Manual 4th Edition, for the general class the 

required book is the ARRL General Class License 

Manual 8th Edition, they are both available from the 

ARRL store. 
 
The only other cost will be the $15 fee to take the test. 
 
If you know anyone who would be interested in either on 
of these classes, please pass this information on to 
them and have them contact Deb Suhs by email at 
ka4deb@arrl.net to register. 

mailto:KA4DEB@arrl.net
http://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-Education-and-Training/
mailto:ka4deb@arrl.net
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Club Directors 

President Dave Lucas, AB9DL 

Vice President Mark Suhs, W9WGN 

Secretary Rich Holtman, KD9ANU 

Treasurer Neil Hubert, KC8FY 

Directors Tom Hunt, W8NWG (2 years) 

  Gary Kantner, W9GMK (1 year) 

Trustee  Bob Bush, W9WTF 

Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER 

Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB  

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

The club was originally chartered as the Peoria Radio Club on 

May 2, 1919.  Please address all correspondences to: 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

E–mail  w9uvi@arrl.net 

Web Page – http://www.w9uvi.org/ 

Club Sunday Night Net 

The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 
PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All Amateurs 
with 2-meter privileges are invited to check in.   

Repeaters 

The PAARC operates three 2-meter repeaters, which are 
open for all amateurs with 2-meter privileges.  The 146.250 
(input)/146.850 (output) repeater is located in Glasford. The 
repeater uses a 156.7 Hz output tone for CTCSS squelch 
control. 
 
The 147.675 (input)/147.075 (output) repeater is located in 
Groveland. This repeater is used for the Sunday night net.  
This repeater uses a 156.7 Hz input tone for CTCSS squelch 
control. 
 
The W9PIA D-Star 144.505 (input)/145.105 (output) repeater 
is located in Groveland. 

Membership Information 

Membership in the Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club is 

available to any licensed amateur and is administered as 

follows: 

Voting Membership: $25 per calendar year.  Ages 18 and 

under, or 65 and older are $20 per calendar year. 

Family Membership: Voting membership for first member and 

$15 for each additional member in same household. 

Non-voting Membership: $10 per calendar year for amateurs 

who are interested only in occasional participation. 

Honorary Life Memberships: are free and are awarded by a 

vote of the general membership after recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 

Dues are payable by February 1ST of each year. 

Club Net Report  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the 
month are shown in the table below. 
 

Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 

22 21  

Nov 25 Total 

17 60 

 
11/04/18 
K8ROY KD9JXR KD9HZZ KD9AER KB9ATO KD9ERS 
KD9HZS KD9IVC KD9IVV K9TNT W9GLO KD9LHA 
W9TGO N9GZ W9WTF KD9BRV KA4DEB KB9MJA 
KB9TNZ K9CEW KB9SF KD9ANU  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
11/11/18 
K8ROY N9SJZ KD9BRV KD9IVC KB9SF W9WGN 
W9WTF KD9AER NM0O W9JDP KD9ERS W9TGO 
KB9ATO KD9IVV KD9JXR KC9RAV KC9YTT W9GLO 
KB9TNZ KD9ANU N9GZ  
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 

 
11/18/18 
No net report. 
 
11/25/18 
KD9JXR N9SJZ KB9ATO W8NWG K9TNT KD9AER 
KB9SF KD9KGO W9GLO KD9ANU W9JDP KD9IVV  
KD9AV KD9IVC KC9WRK KD9ERS KB9TNZ 
Respectfully Submitted K9CEW 73' 
 

BANDBITS Policy 

BANDBITS is the official publication of the Peoria Area Amateur 

Radio Club and is distributed to all members in good standing, and 

to other interested parties.  Permission is granted to reprint from 

BANDBITS provided that credit is given to the original author, if 

listed, and that BANDBITS is identified as the source of the 

material. 

Opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the author and 

may or may not reflect those of BANDBITS or the Peoria Area 

Amateur Radio Club.  BANDBITS reserves the right to edit any 

copy, and to print or refuse to print any contribution. 

Articles are welcome and can be sent to: 

BANDBITS Editor – 

P.O. Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via E-mail at 

w9uvi@arrl.net 

Articles for BANDBITS must be received by the Monday following 

the club meeting for inclusion in the next issue. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Cliff/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Application%20Data/Craig/My%20Documents/w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting – November 4, 
2018 
 
The meeting was held via teleconference, and was 
called to order by PAARC Club President Dave AB9DL 
at 6:30 pm.  Others present on the call were Deb 
KA4DEB, Mark W9WGN, Tom W8NWG, Steve 
KD9AER, Bob W9WFT, and Rich KD9ANU. 
 
Dave AB9DL made a motion to approve the board 
meeting minutes from October, which was seconded by 
Rich KD9ANU.  The motion was approved. 
 
Dave AB9DL presented the Financial Report provided 
by Neil KC8FYI.  Tom W8NWG made a motion to 
approve the report.  Bob W9WFT seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved. 
 
Repeater Updates:  Steve KD9AER reported that the 
W9UVI 075 repeater is operating with an antenna at the 
160 ft level.  There is a small squelch tail, even though 
we are running on the spare repeater – Yaesu thinks 
that this may be caused by other nearby 
systems.  Steve has spoken with the folks at the 
repeater/antenna site – they are now planning to run 
some interference tests.  Yaesu also reported that an 
upgrade from our current DR1X to the DR2X is 
available for $500 with equipment trade-in.  There is a 
possible tower climb scheduled for tomorrow (Monday 
the 5th) to test and hopefully fix the high SWR on the 
VHF antenna at 180 ft.  Also plan to try placing ferrites 
on the power leads.  The climber has agree to eat the 
cost on the climb if he finds that he is at fault for the 
high SWR.  We approved paying him $100 for travel 
costs if he finds he was at fault. 
 
Programs:  This month’s program will be a 
presentation on FT-8 by Matt KD9ERS. 
 
2019 Board: The nominations for the 2018 Board of 
Directors are as follows:  President, Jon NM0O, Vice-
President Corey KC9RAV, Treasurer Deb KA4DEB, 
Secretary open, and Director Dave AB9DL. 
 
Proposed Constitution Changes:  Talked briefly 
about the proposed change to the Club Constitution.  It 
is felt that the club needs language to protect itself 
should any member do something that is detrimental to 
the club.  Therefore language has been drafted to add 
the following clause regarding Removal of Members: 
 
Any club member holding any type of Voting 
Membership can petition the Board of Directors to have 
a club member holding any type of membership to be 
removed from the club roster for cause, either at the 
monthly board or club meeting.  Once the board has 
been notified a vote may take place at the next club 
meeting, if notification is during a club meeting, a vote 
may take place no earlier than the next club meeting. 

The voting on such petition shall be by secret ballot.  To 
be removed from the club roster the petition must be 
approved by a two-thirds majority of the Voting 
Membership present at that club meeting.  Members who 
have been removed from the club roster by such voting 
shall immediately lose all benefits of club membership, 
and shall not be entitled to any refund of dues, and must 
return all club property in their possession immediately. 
 
Voting will take place at the November meeting, where 
2/3 majority of those present must approve the change 
for it to be adopted. 
 
Possible Red Cross Sale:  The Red Cross has 
informed the club that they are considering putting the 
Chapter House Building (where we meet and have the 
radio room) up for sale.  There may be meeting space 
and radio room space in the nearby donor building, but 
that needs to be investigated further.  A question of 
interest:  Do we own the tower that our antennas are 
located on at the Chapter House building? 
 
Club Equipment Checkout Process:  A policy 
concerning equipment loan-out process is yet to be 
drafted.  Initial thoughts are for a 6 months maximum 
check-out period, then bring the gear back for a month, 
and then re-check same out again month-by-month. 
 
Classes:  Deb KA4DEB reported she only had 2 
interested parties.  The class will not start until there are 
5 signed up. 
 
SuperFest:  Deb KA4DEB reported she has been 
reaching out to vendors already with the dates for the 
2019 SuperFest, which will be held on September 21 
and 22.  The ARRL State Convention will be held 
simultaneously at Expo Gardens.  Good news, the 
DXCC Convention will NOT be the same weekend as 
SuperFest.  
 
ARC Antenna Replacement:  Given the possible sale 
of the Red Cross Chapter House, we are holding off on 
changing any of the antennas on that tower. 
 
Possible Meeting Day Change: Bob W9WTF reported 
some desires exist to move the Club Meetings from 
Thursday evenings to Friday evenings, which will be 
brought up after the New Year begins.  The meeting date 
was moved from Fridays in the recent past to Thursdays 
to allow Contesters to attend the meetings on Thursday, 
since they get like to get started contesting on Friday 
evenings.  It is believed this is no longer an issue. 
 
Deb KA4DEB made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Bob W9WTF seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved and the meeting adjourned at 7:19 
pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 
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Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – November 
8, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by PAARC Club 
Secretary Rich KD9ANU at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Tonight’s program was a presentation from Matt Behnke, 
KD9ERS, regarding the quite popular FT-8 digital mode.  
 
A motion was made by Justin KD9JFF to accept the 
minutes as published in Bandbits, and that motion was 
seconded by Matt KD9ERS.  A vote was taken, and the 
motion was approved. 
 
Neil KC8FYI presented the Treasurer’s Report.  A 
motion was made by Deb KA4DEB to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report, and that motion was seconded by 
Steve KD9AER.  A vote was taken, and the motion was 
approved. 
 
Constitution Change:  Steve KD9AER made a motion 
to change the Club’s Constitution to add in the following 
Removal of Members section. 
 
Any club member holding any type of Voting 
Membership can petition the Board of Directors to have 
a club member holding any type of membership to be 
removed from the club roster for cause, either at the 
monthly board or club meeting.  Once the board has 
been notified a vote may take place at the next club 
meeting, if notification is during a club meeting, a vote 
may take place no earlier than the next club 
meeting.  The voting on such petition shall be by secret 
ballot.  To be removed from the club roster the petition 
must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the Voting 
Membership present at that club meeting.  Members 
who have been removed from the club roster by such 
voting shall immediately lose all benefits of club 
membership, and shall not be entitled to any refund of 
dues, and must return all club property in their 
possession immediately. 
 
The motion was seconded by Neil KC8FYI.  A vote was 
taken, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Repeater Update: A short time ago, we swapped the 
antennas between the 075 repeater and the D-Star VHF 
machine, as the 075 was found to have been operating 
at about 3:1 SWR, so now the D-Star VHF is temporarily 
offline.  In addition, the 075 repeater was swapped for 
the backup machine.  The climber is going to come 
again to investigate, but right now we are stuck in a 
rescheduling loop. 
 
SuperFest: The 2019 SuperFest will be held September 
21 and 22, and will celebrate our 100th anniversary as a 
club, and further 60 years that SuperFest has been held 
at Expo Gardens.  The ARRL State Convention will be 
held simultaneously at Expo.   

Officers for 2019:  A motion was made by Neil KC8FYI 
to approve the partial slate of officers for 2019 as follows 
below.  The motion was seconded by Steve KD9ERS. 
 
President         Jon Dainty 
Vice-President Corey Ressler 
Treasurer         Deb Suhs 
Director            Dave Lucas 
 
A vote was taken, and the motion was approved. 
 
We still need a volunteer for the office of 
Secretary.  Please contact any board member if you are 
interested. 
 
December Meeting and Christmas Dinner:  The 
aforementioned event will be held at Alexander Street 
Steakhouse at 6:30 PM on Thursday, December 
12.  Spouses are welcome to attend, and attendees are 
responsible for paying for their own food and drink. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Matt KD9ERS, seconded by Deb 
KA4DEB.  Motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:18 pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Secretary 
 

 

PAARC Turns 100 
Repeating from last month due to how important this is! 
 

The Peoria-Area Amateur Radio Club traces its roots 
back to the Peoria Amateur Radio Club.  The Peoria 
Amateur Radio Club was first established in 1919 and 
was one of the first organized amateur radio clubs in 
the United States.  This also makes us one of the 
oldest radio clubs still in existence.  
 
The present club, the Peoria-Area Amateur Radio Club, 
has evolved from the joining of two clubs in the early 
1980′s.   At that time, the 85 repeater club merged with 
the Peoria Amateur Radio Club.   Both clubs benefited 
from the merger.   The 85 repeater users gained a 
larger membership base and financial support for the 
repeater, while the members of the Peoria Amateur 
Repeater Club gained a repeater.   
 
Today PAARC is affiliated with the ARRL, since 1955 
and the Central Illinois Chapter of the American Red 
Cross.  A special thanks to this organization for 
assisting our club.  The American Red Cross provides 
us with meeting space as well as a location for a club 
station. 
 
The board of directors is looking for ideas to help us 
celebrate this huge milestone, in addition to the party 
Superfest is going to be.  If you have an idea, please let 
one of the board members know or send your idea to 
the club email w9uvi@arrl.net. 
 

mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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AREA FCC EXAMS 

Morton: 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing at 12:00 noon the third Saturday 

of even numbered months or as noted: Feb 17, Apr 21, June 16, Aug 18, Oct 20 and Dec 15. If no one is there at that 

time the examiners will leave as they are all volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original Radio 

License (if any) and a copy, and the original and a copy of any of any Certificate of Completion (CSCE) not already 

acted upon by the FCC. Copies are needed to send with your license application. Fee for 2018 is $15.00. You will also 

need identification such as a Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF at 

W9WTF@ARRL.net for more information. 

 

Bloomington:  

The schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio testing dates for 2018 are: 1/27 9:00-11:00am, 3/24 1:00-3:00pm, 5/26 

1:00-3:00pm.  Testing is held at the Bloomington Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive 

St. and S. East St. Entrance is off S. East St.  People should contact Keith a week prior to the test for date and 

location. Testing begins at 1:00pm.  Bring two forms of identification. You will need a copy of your current license plus 

and CSCE you want to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 378-4416 for 

more information. 

 

Note on testing – A Social Security number is now required for all FCC exams.  

2019 Membership Dues 

 
   Dues payments are being accepted now and need to be 
paid by the end of February.  If you have not paid your 
dues by then you will be removed from the reflector and 
will no longer have access to Bandbits. 
   Dues have not changed, they are: 
      Voting membership:  

$20.00 – Senior (65+) or Student (under 18) 
$25.00 – Regular  
$15.00 – Family 
 – for each additional family member after the first 
regular membership 
 – must reside in the same household  

      Non-voting membership: 
 $10.00 
   Dues can be paid in person at a meeting, by mailing a 
check to the club at PO Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612, or by 
PayPal via the link under the Membership tab on the 
club’s website www.w9uvi.org.  Select the membership 
level you want and it will take you to PayPal.  You do not 
have to have a PayPal account to pay your dues. 
 

Bandbits Access 
 
Beginning with the March 2019 edition of Bandbits, if you 
have not paid your membership dues you will not be able 
to view Bandbits. 
 
In February if you have paid your dues for 2019 you will 
receive an electronic membership card and instructions 
on how to access Bandbits.  If for some reason you do 
not receive your electronic membership card by Feb 20th 
please send an email to the club w9uvi@arrl.net.  
 

Superfest 2019 
 
The first Superfest meeting for 2019 will be on 
Thursday January 24th at 7:00pm and the Red Cross. 
 
This year is a special year for our annual Superfest, in 
addition to us celebrating PAARC turning 100, it will 
also be the 60th year we have held Superfest at Expo 
Gardens. 
 
This year Superfest is also going to be the ARRL State 
Convention and W9DXCC is NOT on the same 
weekend.   
 
We want Superfest 2019 to be the biggest and best we 
have held, and WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 
 
There are a lot of jobs that need to be done and 
unfortunately lately there haven’t been that many 
people helping do them. 

Field Day 2019 
 

Save the Date 
 
2019 Field Day will be held June 22-23, 2019.  
Field Day is always held on the 4th full weekend in 
June. 
 
Plans are to return to Bass Pro Shops in East 
Peoria, we will let you know when that is 
confirmed. 

http://us.mc816.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AB9DJ@Comcast.net
mailto:W9WTF@ARRL.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net

