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PAARC EVENTS 
The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club meets at the 
American Red Cross Chapter House, 311 West John 
Gwynn Jr. Avenue between Hightower and Kumpf Blvd. 
in Peoria, Illinois.    
 

Upcoming Events:  
February 
 

General Meeting  
Thursday February 21, 7:00pm 
Program:  Rich Holtman – All About Winlink  
 

Superfest Meeting 
Thursday February 28, 7:00pm 
 
March 
Board Meeting – Thursday March 7, 7:00pm 
 
General Meeting 
Friday March 15, 6:30pm 
Program: National Weather Service – Storm 
Spotting Class 
 
Superfest Meeting  
Thursday March 28, 7:00pm      
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President’s Message 
 
Hello, PAARC, and welcome to February! Last 
month was less friendly than even hardy hams want 
to see, so let’s continue to hope for better weather 
and busier radio spectrum. 
  
Some of you have submitted ideas about what the 
club might do this year to make everyone’s life a 
little easier, the Superfest more open, and the 
outlook for younger operators a little bit less 
confusing. We will be taking some of those 
suggestions to heart in the coming months, so keep 
watching to see which ones were put into action. 
  
In February, our club meeting date has been moved 
to keep love alive – at home! Enjoy Valentine’s 
Day, then attend the meeting on February 21st. We 
listened, and you can maintain peace and 
tranquility at home. In March, we’ll brush up on our 
storm spotting with the National Weather Service, 
Lincoln, on the 15th. Remember, this is always well-
attended, so come get your seat early for a good 
presentation. 
  
A marathon planned for near Manito, IL, may need 
your communications assistance. Make certain your 
batteries are charged and your antennas are ready. 
More information to follow. Enjoy PAARC and avoid 
flying snowballs! 
  
Jon A. Dainty, Sr., NM0O 
President 
 
 

 

 
 

Peoria County ARES 
 

February 6, Net @ 8:00 PM CST on the 075 repeater  
February 13, Net @ 8:00 PM CST on the 075 repeater  
February 20, ARES Meeting at the Peoria American Red 
Cross @ 7:00 PM CST  
 
Meeting Agenda includes: IC7100 Demonstrate Winlink 
via Winmor on 40 M, ARES Connect, 
Spring Statewide ARES/AUXCOMM SET, ARES Show & 
Tell, Winlink Update & Tip of the Month, 
Storm Spotter Process Update, Discuss building your 
own sound card for digital modes 
 
Rich Holtman, KD9ANU, Assistant Emergency 
Coordinator for Peoria County ARES  
email: kd9anu@arrl.net 
Winlink: kd9anu@winlink.org 
Cell: 309-256-4272 
 
ARES website: http://www.peoriacountyares.org/ 

 

mailto:kd9anu@arrl.net
mailto:kd9anu@winlink.org
http://www.peoriacountyares.org/
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Club Directors 

President Jon Dainty, NM0O 
Vice President Corey Ressler, KC9RAV 
Secretary   
Treasurer Deb Suhs, KA4DEB 
Directors Tom Hunt, W8NWG (1 year) 
  Dave Lucas, AB9DL (2 years) 
Trustee  Bob Bush, W9WTF 
Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER 
Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB  

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

The club was originally chartered as the Peoria Radio Club on 

May 2, 1919.  Please address all correspondences to: 

The Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3508 

Peoria, IL 61612-3508 

E–mail  w9uvi@arrl.net 

Web Page – http://www.w9uvi.org/ 

Club Sunday Night Net 

The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 
PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All Amateurs 
with 2-meter privileges are invited to check in.   

Repeaters 

The PAARC operates three 2-meter repeaters, which are 
open for all amateurs with 2-meter privileges.  The 
146.250 (input)/146.850 (output) repeater is located in 
Glasford. The repeater uses a 156.7 Hz output tone for 
CTCSS squelch control. 
 
The 147.675 (input)/147.075 (output) repeater is located 
in Groveland. This repeater is used for the Sunday night 
net.  This repeater uses a 156.7 Hz input tone for CTCSS 
squelch control. 
 
The W9PIA D-Star 144.505 (input)/145.105 (output) 
repeater is located in Groveland. 

Membership Information 

Membership in the Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club is 

available to any licensed amateur and is administered as 

follows: 

Voting Membership: $25 per calendar year.  Ages 18 and 

under, or 65 and older are $20 per calendar year. 

Family Membership: Voting membership for first member and 

$15 for each additional member in same household. 

Non-voting Membership: $10 per calendar year for amateurs 

who are interested only in occasional participation. 

Honorary Life Memberships: are free and are awarded by a 

vote of the general membership after recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 

Dues are payable by February 1ST of each year. 

Club Net Report  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the 
month are shown in the table below. 
 

Jan 6 Jan 13 Jan 27 Total 

21 22 24 67 
 

01/06/19 
K9TNT KD9HZZ KB9TNZ W8NWG NM0O KD9IBC 
KD9LQL W9GMK K9DRF W9TGO KD9JXR W9FYR 
KD9JLX W9WGN AA9MK KD9IVV K8ROY KD9DRC 
K9CEW KC9YTT KB9SF KD9ERS W9GLO KB9ATO 
KC9RAV Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 

01/13/19 
K8ROY K9TNT KB9ATO KD9HZZ W9JDP W8NWG 
W9WGN KD9IVV KD9AER KD9IBC KD9JXR KB9SF 
KD9LQL KD9ERS K9DRF KB9TNZ W9TGO KD9HZS 
KD9ANU KC9YTT KC9RAV KD0UNM Submitted by 
KD9DBQ 73 
 

01/27/19 
K8ROY KD9HZZ KD9AER KD9IBC N9SJZ W9GMK 
KB9SF NM0O K9DRF W9TGO KB9TNZ KD9JXR 
KD9LQL W9WGN KD9IVV KB9ATO KC9YTT KD0UNM 
W9WTF KC9RAV W9GLO AA9MK KD9ANU N9GZ 
K9HJZ Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 

BANDBITS Policy 

BANDBITS is the official publication of the Peoria Area 
Amateur Radio Club and is distributed to all members in good 
standing, and to other interested parties.  Permission is 
granted to reprint from BANDBITS provided that credit is 
given to the original author, if listed, and that BANDBITS is 
identified as the source of the material. 
Opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the 
author and may or may not reflect those of BANDBITS or the 
Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club.  BANDBITS reserves the 
right to edit any copy, and to print or refuse to print any 
contribution. 
Articles are welcome and can be sent to: BANDBITS Editor – 
P.O. Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via E-mail at 
w9uvi@arrl.net  Articles for BANDBITS must be received by 
the 25th of the month for inclusion in the next issue. 

PAARC Needs Your Help 

 
PAARC has two positions that need to be filled. 
Club secretary and BandBits editor.   
 
If you are willing to help your club and volunteer for one 
of these positions, contact Jon Dainty NM0O or Deb 
Suhs KA4DEB and let them know. 

mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
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Minutes of the PAARC General Meeting – January 
10, 2019 

 
The meeting was called to order by PAARC Club 
President Jon NM0O at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Tonight’s program was a presentation from Fritz Bock, 
WD9FMB, ARES SEC (Section Emergency 
Coordinator) for the State of Illinois, entitled  “The 
Future of ARES”. 
 
Storm Spotter Class: At the request of Chris Miller, the 
date for our National Weather Service Storm Spotter 
class has been changed, to Friday March 15.  Typically 
this session starts at 6:30 PM. 
 
License Classes: The Technician Class will start on 
January 22, and is expected to end about April 22.  At 
this time, there are not enough people signed up to hold 
a General Class. 
 
February Meeting Date: It has come to our attention 
that the schedule for the February Club Meeting now 
falls on Valentine’s Day.  A discussion was held 
regarding changing the meeting to the following day (a 
Friday), or the following week (Thursday, 2/21).  Rich 
KD9ANU moved that the February club meeting be held 
instead on Thursday, February 21.  Tom W8NWG 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, the motion 
passed. 
 
Repeater Update: The on-going investigation at the 
Groveland site has revealed that the jumper cable 
between the Heliax and 180 ft high antenna was bad.  A 
replacement jumper was made – the new system has a 
1.1 SWR.  The W9UVI 075 repeater has been operating 
nicely for the last 5 weeks, at 25 watts, the maximum 
recommend power for such repeaters. 
 
In December, Yaesu was offering a $500 deal on the 
new DR-2X repeater, with the trade-in of a used DR-1X 
machine.  The club has decided to purchase one, and it 
is now sitting in the shack of Steve KD9AER, and will 
be installed in the near future. 
 
Officers for 2019:  The club is still searching for a 
Secretary.  If you are interested, contact anyone on the 
board. 
 
Winter Field Day:  2019 Winter Field day will be held 
on Saturday, January 26, at 1 PM, in the Red Cross 
Radio Room.  This will provide an opportunity for newly 
licensed hams to get on the air on HF. 
 
SuperFest: The 2019 SuperFest will be held 
September 21 and 22, and will celebrate our 100th 
anniversary as a club, and further 60 years that 
SuperFest has been held at Expo Gardens.  The ARRL 
State Convention will be held simultaneously at Expo.   

 
Motion to adjourn by Rich KD9ANU, seconded by Jim 
W9JDP.  Motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 
8:24 pm. 
 
Submitted by Rich KD9ANU Past-Secretary, filling in at 
tonight’s meeting 
 

Minutes of the PAARC Board Meeting – January 3, 
2019   
 
Meeting called to order by Jon NM0O at 7:05 pm 
 
PAARC is on the Red Cross schedule for 2019 
     N9FAM is currently our club representative to ARC 
 
Our Technician-level amateur radio course is set to 
begin 22 January 
     Course ends on 18 April 
 
For Superfest helpers from Bradley University: Be our 
helper, get a free admission ticket 
For W9BFD helpers, free admission tickets and their 
usual space by opera building 
 
ARES group would like to use “W9UVI” on Winlink. We 
need to talk about control access and trustee 
responsibility first. 
 
Repeaters (Steve Grob) 
 
Last tower climb, we discovered a bad jumper between 
the heliax and antenna 
The DR2X repeater is in KD9AER’s basement; DR1X 
goes back to Yaesu, $500 even, no tax, plus $45 
shipping. Need 4 jumpers for system (estimate $200), 
other end and jumpers from cans to heliax. Tom 
W8NWG moved the board to approve, Corey KC9RAV 
seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
WRT the UHF D* radio: still working on the problem. 
 
February PAARC meeting: 14th (Valentine’s Day) or 
15th – Vote! 
National Weather Service storm spotter class moved to 
15 March at request of NWS’ Chris Miller 
 
Jon A. Dainty, Sr., NM0O 
President 

ARRL FIELD DAY 
 
PAARC has begun planning for this year’s event.  The 
dates are June 22-23.  If you would like to help with the 
planning, contact Corey Ressler, KC9RAV.   
 
We are hoping to set up again in the Bass Pro Shops 
parking lot, we will let you know once that is finalized.  
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Bandbits Access 
 
As previously published, beginning with the March 2019 
edition of Bandbits, access to Bandbits will be restricted.  
If you have not paid your membership dues, you will not 
be able to view Bandbits. 
 
In February everyone who has paid their 2019 
membership dues or those who hold a life membership 
will receive an electronic membership card and 
instructions on how to access Bandbits.  If for some 
reason you do not receive your electronic membership 
card by Feb 20th please send an email to the club 
w9uvi@arrl.net.  
 
 

2019 Membership Dues 

 
2019 dues are now due and need to be paid by the end 
of February.  If you have not paid your dues by then you 
will be removed from the reflector and will no longer 
have access to Bandbits. 
 
Dues can be paid in person at a meeting, by mailing a 
check to the club at PO Box 3508 Peoria, IL 61612, or 
by PayPal via the link under the Membership tab on the 
club’s website www.w9uvi.org.  Select the membership 
level you want, and it will take you to PayPal.  You do 
not have to have a PayPal account to pay your dues. 

ARRL Board Gives the Go-Ahead to 
Lifelong Learning Initiative 

 
ARRL is undertaking a new initiative to provide online 
educational opportunities to a broad range of radio amateurs. 
The Lifelong Learning Initiative will seek to provide a series of 
learning tracks that will serve the needs of the various interest 
groups within the Amateur Radio community. 
 
While designed for everyone with an interest in learning more 
about Amateur Radio, the Lifelong Learning Initiative will 
initially focus on creating online learning opportunities for new 
and newer hams, a segment of the Amateur Radio community 
desperately searching for educational and instructional and 
resources. 
 
The ARRL Board of Directors set the Lifelong Learning 
Initiative in motion, endorsing and funding the program and 
approving the hiring of advertising agency Mintz + Hoke to 
work with ARRL Lifelong Learning Manager Kris Bickell, 
K1BIC, and other ARRL staffers in building this learning 
environment. Mintz + Hoke will conduct the research 
necessary to identify the different educational needs within 
the broader Amateur Radio community. 
“Mintz + Hoke is a really strong partner in this project,” Bickell 
said, adding that the firm has developed a really deep 
understanding of the Amateur Radio community as part of the 
investigation phase of this endeavor. 
 
Bickell noted that youth education will be a critical component 
of this Learning Initiative, but he also believes that overall 
opportunities in this area are huge, as many individuals are 
looking to expand their knowledge of Amateur Radio. 
 
He said that, where appropriate, the content of these learning 
tracks within the initiative will build upon much of the 
knowledge base that already exists within ARRL, such as the 
material in QST and QEX magazines, as well as other ARRL 
publications and manuals. Some new content will be created 
as well, to ensure that the information being provided stays 
fresh and dynamic. 
 
In addition to providing instruction, the Learning Initiative will 
offer resources that allow individuals to delve further into a 
subject, rather than just relying on ARRL content. 
“We are building a new learning environment,” Bickell said. “It 
will take a lot of work to put this all together, but we believe 
that this initiative will firmly establish ARRL as an educational 
leader in Amateur Radio.” He expects the online Lifelong 
Learning platform to launch in the fall of 2019. 
 
In conjunction with its support of the Lifelong Learning 
Initiative, the ARRL Board also endorsed CEO Howard 
Michel’s HQ reorganization plans, and the purchase of a 
modern association management software system. 
“These are big investments the Board is making in ARRL, and 
a strong positive vote of confidence that we can deliver,” 

Michel said. “They are giving us the tools to be successful.”  

http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-board-gives-the-go-ahead-
to-lifelong-learning-initiative 
 

The Doctor Will See You Now! 
 
 “FT8” is the topic of the current (January 31) episode of 
the “ARRL The Doctor is In” podcast. Listen...and learn! 
 
Sponsored by DX Engineering, “ARRL The Doctor is In” 
is an informative discussion of all things technical. Listen 
on your computer, tablet, or smartphone — whenever 
and wherever you like! 
 
Every 2 weeks, your host, QST Editor-in-Chief Steve 
Ford, WB8IMY, and the Doctor himself, Joel Hallas, 
W1ZR, will discuss a broad range of technical topics. 
You can also email your questions to doctor@arrl.org, 
and the Doctor may answer them in a future podcast. 
 
Enjoy “ARRL The Doctor is In” on Apple iTunes, or by 
using your iPhone or iPad podcast app (just search for 
“ARRL The Doctor is In”). You can also listen online at 
Blubrry, or at Stitcher (free registration required, or 
browse the site as a guest) and through the free Stitcher 
app for iOS, Kindle, or Android devices. If you’ve never 
listened to a podcast before, download our beginner’s 
guide. 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/the-doctor-will-see-you-now-
100 
 

mailto:w9uvi@arrl.net
http://www.w9uvi.org/
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-board-gives-the-go-ahead-to-lifelong-learning-initiative
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-board-gives-the-go-ahead-to-lifelong-learning-initiative
http://www.arrl.org/news/the-doctor-will-see-you-now-100
http://www.arrl.org/news/the-doctor-will-see-you-now-100
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AREA FCC EXAMS 

Morton: 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing at 12:00 noon the third Saturday 

of even numbered months or as noted: Feb 16, Apr 20, June 16, Aug 18, Oct 20 and Dec 15. If no one is there at that 

time the examiners will leave as they are all volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original Radio 

License (if any) and a copy, and the original and a copy of any of any Certificate of Completion (CSCE) not already 

acted upon by the FCC. Copies are needed to send with your license application. Fee for 2018 is $15.00. You will also 

need identification such as a Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF at 

W9WTF@ARRL.net for more information. 

 

Bloomington:  

The schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio testing dates for 2018 are: 1/27 9:00-11:00am, 3/24 1:00-3:00pm, 5/26 

1:00-3:00pm.  Testing is held at the Bloomington Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive 

St. and S. East St. Entrance is off S. East St.  People should contact Keith a week prior to the test for date and 

location. Testing begins at 1:00pm.  Bring two forms of identification. You will need a copy of your current license plus 

and CSCE you want to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 378-4416 for 

more information. 

 

Note on testing – A Social Security number is now required for all FCC exams.  

Brunei V84SAA DXpedition to Focus 
on Low Bands 

Setup is under way in the tiny Southeast Asian nation of 
Brunei, located on the Island of Borneo and surrounded 
by Malaysia, for the V84SAA DXpedition. Eighteen 
operators under the leadership of Krassy Petkov, K1LZ, 
will fire up on February 7 and continue until February 18. 
Operation will concentrate on the low bands. 

“Many of the team have already landed in Brunei, and the 
tent is set up on the beach for the CW team,” top band 
expert Jeff Briggs, K1ZM/VY2ZM, reported just prior to 
his planned departure from the US. Briggs explained in a 
February 4 update that two operating sites — one for CW 
and the other for SSB — will be set up some 25 
kilometers apart. “The CW stations will be set up on Seri 
Kenangan beach, with an ocean shot to North America 
and Europe,” he said, adding that he anticipates the first 
real night will be February 8, as the team may not be fully 
set up on 160 meters on the first day, and “there is a lot 
on our plate.” After that, Briggs said he plans to be at the 
radio nightly, and he’s hoping manmade noise remains 
minimal to nonexistent. 

All of North America will have some portion of common 
darkness with the V84SAA team. Briggs advises North 
American stations to look for  

V84SAA immediately after local sunset in Brunei, not 
necessarily at local sunrise in North America. “We may 
peak out of a 220° heading about 20 minutes after it gets 
dark in Brunei,” he said. 

 

For antennas, the team will use verticals on 160 and 80 
meters and a four-square on 40 meters located on the 
beach. Plans call for two Beverages — one for Europe 
and another for North America. While the team will 
focus on the low bands, expect to find V84SAA on the 
higher bands — including 30, 17, and 12 meters. 
 
In addition to Petkov and Briggs, other US operators on 
the team include Briggs’s son Patrick, KK6ZM, and 
Adrian Ciuperca, KO8SCA. The V84SAA team will have 
the support of Tamat Lampoh, V85T, and the Brunei 
Darussalam Amateur Radio Association. QSL via Tony 
Stefanov, LZ1JZ, direct or via the bureau. During the 
DXpedition, V84SAA will upload its logs daily to Club 
Log. 
 
Brunei is the overall 146th most-wanted DXCC entity, 
according to the Club Log DXCC Most Wanted List, but 
it’s number 39 on 160 meters, and 73 on 80 meters. 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/brunei-v84saa-dxpedition-to-
focus-on-low-bands 
 

Items For Sale/Donation 
 
7 10 foot Rohn tower sections, 2 are top sections.  Never 
used, $140 a section or best offer.  Contact Al Lurie’s 
daughter Celeste Lurie Restrepo at 309-645-4303 if 
interested. 
 
Craig Thompson has been selling off N9LR’s radio gear, 
he has several 2m radios and power supplies he would 
like to donate to anyone needing either.  Please contact 
Craig by email at craig@k9ct.us if interested. 

http://us.mc816.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AB9DJ@Comcast.net
mailto:W9WTF@ARRL.net
http://www.arrl.org/news/brunei-v84saa-dxpedition-to-focus-on-low-bands
http://www.arrl.org/news/brunei-v84saa-dxpedition-to-focus-on-low-bands
mailto:craig@k9ct.us

