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President’s Message  

The year 2020: It sounds like the beginning of a science-fiction episode. In the past couple of 
decades, the progression of electronic complexity has felt like something Arthur C. Clarke 
envisioned. Of course, many people are still unaware that Clarke was largely responsible for 
the genesis of the cloud of very useful communications satellites that surrounds Earth. That 
one man could accomplish all that he did serves as a data point in our continuing human 
“program.” Each of us has a part to play in the upward journey of humankind; let’s get to it 
this year. 

  
Peoria-Area Amateur Radio Club possesses a core of experienced, caring operators who are 
passionate about the Service of which we all are parts. What we do in contacting new 
people and drawing them in, how we go about interacting with the communities we serve – 
these show that we can make a positive difference in Peoria and beyond. All we need are 
people who feel drawn to serve and resources to help them. People are, of course, the key 
to everything we intend for this year. We need to retool our ham radio course leadership, 
bringing more people along on the journey to licensing. It is important to put up the 
occasional high-altitude balloon, preferably in concert with kids who are in STEM coursework. 
This is a “do” rather than a “say” thing, and we want to make sure it’s fun for everyone who 
participates. 
  
Our club’s governance is important, too; the board of directors may include both individuals 
in named positions or, if we choose, committees that fill those positions. We want to utilize the 
brain power and diversity that will drive us bodily down the road toward our stated goals. 
Who will take care of our repeaters? Does that have to be one sometimes overworked 
person, or can a committee help to make the work easier? If we divide the work of one or 
more board positions among more people, can we better accomplish our goals of on-time 
work product delivery? I think it’s entirely probable that this will help the club. 
  
For the past year, Peoria County and Peoria City storm spotters have had an easier time of … 
everything natural. Let’s not assume that will be the case in 2020. I know that Rich Holtman is 
training folks to be better communicators. Add to his efforts an upcoming visit to the Red 
Cross Chapter House by National Weather Service personnel, and we will get the latest 
information on being effective out in the storm-spotting fields. No matter what each of us 
thinks he or she knows, we can always use a refresher course to be better at seeing and 
reporting weather systems that may threaten our city and county. 
  
If you’re not sure how to use equipment that you may be called upon to operate, ask 
someone who knows. He or she can help you to build your confidence and do a better job, 
both in emergency mode and hobby mode. It will all be better with teamwork, so let’s find a 
team with which to cooperate. 
  
This will be an exciting and productive year. Why? Because we will be determined to make it 
so. Support one another, and make new friends. 

 

Jon A. Dainty, Sr., NM0O 

President, PAARC 

 January Club Events: 

January 2nd: Board 

Meeting at ARC 

January 9th: Club 

Meeting at ARC 

January 15th: ARES 

Meeting at ARC 

January 23rd: Superfest 

Meeting 

February Club Events: 

February 6th: Board 

Meeting 

February 13th: Club 

Meeting at ARC 

February 27th: Superfest 

Meeting 
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• Peoria County 
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• Sunday Night Net,  
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• FCC Testing 
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Peoria County ARES  

Date/Time (CST) Event  
Location 

January 8th, 2019 NET  
075 Repeater 

 

Meeting Agenda: There will be no meeting until March 18, 2020 

Rich Holtman, KD9ANU, Assistant Emergency Coordinator for Peoria County ARES email: kd9anu@arrl.net 
Winlink: kd9anu@winlink.org Cell: 309-256-4272 ARES website: http://www.peoriacountyares.org/ 
 

Club Sunday Night Net 
The club holds a weekly net on Sunday Evening at 8:30 PM Local Time on the 147.075 repeater.  All 
Amateurs with 2-meter privileges are invited to check in. 
  
The Sunday Night W9UVI Net check-in results for the month are shown in the table below.  

December 1st: December 8th: December 15th: December 22nd: December 29Th:  Total: 

28 27 24 18 18 115 

December 1st: KD9JXR N9SJZ W8NWG W9WGN W9JDP K9TNT KD9IVV K9FIT NM0O W9GMK N9FAM 
KC9YTT K9JLX KB9YYD N9NDS KD9ANU W9GLO KD9NYE KC9RAV N9GZ KD9ERS KB9ATO KD9BRV K9CEW 

KD9IBC KD9MJA KB9UMM AA9MK Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 

December 8th: KD9JXR N9SJZ W9JDP KD9IVV KD9IBC W9WGN W8NWG KD9AER NM0O K9CEW N9NDF 
KC9YTT KB9ATO KD9ANU W9GLO WB9UMM KD9BRV KD9NYJ KD9LQL K9JLX N9FAM KD9ERS KD9W 
KD9LSV KA4DEB K9HJZ KT9TB Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
December 15th: KD9HZZ KD9JXR K9TNT KB9ATO W9WGN WB9UMM KD9IBC K9FIT NM0O N9SL KD9ANU 

K8ROY N9SJZ KC9YTT N9GZ K9CEW KB9SF W8NWG KD9IVV W9GLO N9NDF K9BDH KD9NYE W9JDP 
Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
December 22nd: KC8FYI K9GOA W9JDP W9WGN W8NWG KB9ATO K9FIT KD9JXR KD9W K9JLX KD9AER 
KD9IVV KD9LQL KD9NYJ KD9IBC WB9UMM KC9YTT W9GLO Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
December 29th: KD9JXR N9SJZ N9NDF W9WGN W8NWG K9FIT K9HJZ WB9UMM KD9NYJ KD9LQL W9JDP 

N9FAM KB9ATO K9TNT KD9HZS KD9NYE KD9ANU KT9TB Submitted by KD9DBQ 73 
 
 
 

 
 

Club Directors 

President Jon Dainty, NM0O; Vice President Corey Ressler, KC9RAV; Secretary, ; Treasurer Deb Suhs, 

KA4DEB; Directors Neil Hubert, KC8FYI (1 year);   Melinda Hubert, K9GOA (2 years); Trustee Tom Hunt, 

W8NWG, Repeater Chair Steve Grob, KD9AER; Superfest Chair Deb Suhs, KA4DEB. 

 

 Repeaters 

http://www.peoriacountyares.org/
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Minutes of PAARC Board Meeting  

Date: 12/05/2019 

Location: American Red Cross in Peoria 

 

Discussion: Jon Dainty, NM0O, called the club meeting to order at 19:09. 

 

 There was not a treasurer report given due to absence of treasurer. 

 

Approval of the December edition of Bandbits was proposed by Jon and 

seconded by Steve Grob. 

 

Steve Grob, Repeater Chairman gave updates which included the 075 is 

working well, with no issues. The Fusion project is still under construction. The 

85 repeater and D-Star are running without issues.  

 

The club is still looking to fill the position of repeater chairman for the 2020 

year. With this vacancy Tom, W8NWG, proposed the motion of the board 

designating a repeater committee to help with the tasks of the upkeep of 

the repeaters with the vacancy. This motion was seconded by Craig and 

the committee was formed.  

 

There has been discussion of PAARC offering a Technician class as done in 

previous years, this plan is still in works as the club is looking for volunteer 

instructors.  

 

Membership dues for the upcoming year were discussed and the possibility 

of membership cards was discussed, the board is still looking into options.  

 

The board is planning the annual weather spotting event, more details will 

be released upon it being scheduled.  

 

The meeting was motioned to be adjourned by Tom and seconded by Neil 

H, the meeting adjourned at 20:16. 

 

 
The PAARC operates three 
2-meter repeaters, which 

are open for all amateurs 
with 2-meter privileges. 

The 146.250 
(input)/146.850 (output) 

(K9PEO) repeater is 

located in Glasford. The 
repeater uses a 103.5 Hz 

input tone. The 147.675 
(input)/147.075 (output) 

(W9UVI) repeater is 
located in Groveland. This 

repeater is used for the 

Sunday night net. This 
repeater uses a 156.7 Hz 

input tone for CTCSS 
squelch control. The 

W9PIA D-Star 144.505 
(input)/145.105 (output) 
repeater and 448.46875 

(input)/443.46875 (output) 
repeaters are located in 

Groveland. 
 

Membership Information  

Membership in the Peoria 
Area Amateur Radio Club 

is available to any 
licensed amateur and is 

administered as follows:  
Voting Membership: $25 
per calendar year. Ages 

18 and under, or 65 and 
older are $20 per 

calendar year.  Family 
Membership: Voting 

membership for first 
member and $15 for each 

additional member in 

same household.  Non-
voting Membership: $10 

per calendar year for 
amateurs who are 

interested only in 
occasional participation.  

Honorary Life 

Memberships: are free 
and are awarded by a 
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The December Club meeting was the annual Christmas dinner and there 

was not a formal meeting or minutes. 

 

CAMSAT CAS-6 Amateur Radio Satellite Launched 

Successfully 

12/21/2019 

 

CAMSAT has announced that the CAMSAT CAS-6 amateur radio payload 

launched successfully on December 20, piggybacked on a TIANQIN-1 

technology test satellite. 

“The satellite is currently in orbital testing,” CAMSAT’s Alan Kung, BA1DU, told 

ARRL on December 20. “The amateur radio payload is expected to be 

operational in about 3 days.” 

 

The microsatellite will be known as CAS-6/TIANQIN-1, and the call sign is BJ1SO. 

The primary launch payload is the China-Brazil Earth Resources Satellite, CBERS-

4A. CAS-6 is in a sun-synchronous orbit with an apogee of 390 miles. It carries a 

U/V linear transponder, with a downlink of 145.925, 20 kHz passband (inverted) 

and an uplink of 435.28 MHz. The CW telemetry beacon is on 145.910 MHz, 

while 4k9 baud GMSK telemetry will be transmitted on 145.890 MHz. CAMSAT 

has provided CAS-6 Satellite Digital Telemetry Description and CW Telemetry 

Beacon Encoding Format documents. — Thanks to Alan Kung, BA1DU 

 

http://www.arrl.org/news/camsat-cas-6-amateur-radio-satellite-launched-

successfully 

 

 

vote of the general 
membership after 

recommendations from 

the Board of Directors. 
Dues are payable by 

February 1ST of each year.  
 

Bandbits Policy 

BANDBITS is the official 
publication of the Peoria 

Area Amateur Radio Club 
and is distributed to all 

members in good 
standing, and to other 

interested parties. 

Permission is granted to 
reprint from BANDBITS 

provided that credit is 
given to the original 

author, and that BANDBITS 
is identified as the source 
of the material. Opinions 

expressed in articles and 
letters are those of the 

author and may or may 
not reflect those of 

BANDBITS or the Peoria 
Area Amateur Radio Club. 

BANDBITS reserves the 

right to edit any copy, 
and to print or refuse to 

print any contribution. 
Articles are welcome and 
can be sent to: BANDBITS 

Editor – P.O. Box 3508 
Peoria, IL 61612-3508 or via 

E-mail at w9uvi@arrl.net 
Articles for BANDBITS must 

be received by the 25th of 
the month for inclusion in 

the next issue. 

  

 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/media/News/CAS-6%20Satellites%20Digital%20Telemetry%20Description.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/media/News/CAS-6%20CW%20Telemetry%20Encoding%20Format.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/media/News/CAS-6%20CW%20Telemetry%20Encoding%20Format.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/news/camsat-cas-6-amateur-radio-satellite-launched-successfully
http://www.arrl.org/news/camsat-cas-6-amateur-radio-satellite-launched-successfully
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Midwest 2-Way 

Communications is an 
Authorized Motorola 

Solutions  
Commercial Products 

Channel Partner and full 
line of ICOM Land Mobile,  

Amateur, Marine and 

Avionics Dealer. 
 

Midwest 2-Way also sells 
from brands such as Tram-
Browning Antennas, Able-

2 Lights and Sirens, Diga-
Talk and Uniden.  

 
Midwest 2- Way is owned 

and operated by Bill 
Schock, N9JOZ, for 

contact information visit  

www.midwest2way.com  
 

 
Midwest 2-Way is a proud 
supporter of Peoria-Area 

Amateur Radio Club. 

AREA FCC EXAMS  

Morton:  

February 15th April 18th June 20th August 15th 

FCC Amateur Radio Exams are held at the Morton Public Library, 315 West Pershing at 12:00 noon the third 

Saturday of even numbered months. If no one is there at that time the examiners will leave as they are all 

volunteers. Walk-ins are welcome. Please bring your original Radio License (if any) and a copy, and the original 

and a copy of any of any Certificate of Completion (CSCE) not already acted upon by the FCC. Copies are 

needed to send with your license application. Fee for 2019 is $15.00. You will also need identification such as a 

Driver’s License, and a Social Security Number. Contact Bob Bush W9WTF at W9WTF@ARRL.net for more 

information. 

Bloomington:  

January 25th: 1300-1500 March 7th: 1300-1500 

Testing is held at the Bloomington Public Library Community Room located at the intersection of E. Olive St. and 

S. East St. Entrance is off S. East St. Testing begins at 1:00pm. Bring two forms of identification. You will need a 

http://www.midwest2way.com/
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copy of your current license plus and CSCE you want to apply. Contact Keith Hanson AC9S at 

ac9s@hotmail.com (preferred) or (309) 378-4416 for more information. Note on testing – A Social Security 

number is now required for all FCC exams. 


	Peoria County ARES
	Club Directors

